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OR a gift of 
Inn to feed the many homeless men who seek its hospi- 


one hundred dollars to Saint Christopher's 


tality, the Graymoor Friars will send you a Meal Bond. 
It is really a certificate for a set of Gregorian Masses, which 
is given by the Friars in appreciation for the donor's evidence 
of love and devotion to Graymoor. A set of Gregorian Masses 
(thirty Masses said on consecutive days for a departed person) 


will be offered for the donor at death, for every hundred 
dollars given. 
GREGORIAN MASSES—The Gregorian Masses are thirty 





Masses said on thirty consecutive days for a deceased person. 
From very early times the faithful have piously believed that 
God will free from Purgatory the soul for whom the Gre- 
gorian Masses have been offered, at the intercession of St. 
Gregory. The practice was begun by St. Gregory himself when 
he had thirty Masses offered on thirty consecutive days for the 
soul of Justus, a Roman monk. Later Justus appeared to his 
brother and to his physician, and announced his deliverance 
from Purgatory through the merits of the Masses. St. Gregory 
was further inspired regarding the efficacy of these thirty 
Masses, and recommended the practice on many occasions. 
The Gregorian Masses are offered for deceased persons only, 
and exclusively for the repose of one designated soul. 


Send bond subscriptions to the Father 






















RESERVED GREGORIAN MASSES 


Masses” 


—By “Reserved Gregorian 
is meant that a person makes arrangements to have 
the Masses offered for the repose of his soul after death. This 
is a prudent and laudable practice, because it is an insurance 
against neglect or delay on the part of relatives or friends. 


Our Divine Lord reminds us to: 


ay not up to yourselves the 
h consume where thi 
yourselves treasures in 
consume, ag 3 where 
thy treasure is, there 


treasures on © the rust and 
ves break through and steal. But lay up to 
heaven where neither the rust nor moth doth 
thieves do not break through nor steal. For whe re 
is thy heart also Matthew VI;19-21 


rth where 










And in describing the last and great day he says: 


“And when the Son of man shall come in his majesty, and all the 

els with him, then shall he sit upon the seat of his majesty. And all 
shall t gathered together before hi and he shall sepa e 
them one from another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep from the 
goats. And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his 
lett. Then shall the king say to them that shall be on his right hand: 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess you the ion asta prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. For I was h you gave 
me to eat: was thirsty, and you gave me to dr 
a nd you took me in: Naked, and you covered m 
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was in_ prison, di you came to me. Then shall the just answ 
ord, when did we see thee hungry and fed thee: thirsty 
drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and took 


thee in? Or naked and covered thee? Or when did we sce thee sick or 
in prison and = to thee? And the king answering shall say to the oot 
Amen I mu, as long as you did it to one of these my le 

2 Matthew XXV:31- 410 


brethren, you did it to me.” 
Gencral, Graymoor, Garrison, Now York 
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THIS MONTH 


Our Cover 
St. Francis of Assisi has 
known through the c+ 
patron and protector of ar 
While he was 
tamed the wolf of 


bee nN 
nturies as the 


great 


living he 
Gubbio he 
preached to the birds, and would 


imals, 


go out of his way to avoid stepping 
on a worm. His love for animals 
was not the silly sentimentality of 
many who claim to admire him; it 
was the reasoned understanding 
that the field and 
the birds of the air are the crea 
tures of God and in their own way 
they mirror His perfections. 

The statue pictured on our cover 
stands in the cloister of St. Mary 
of the Angels in Assisi. The bird 
in the picture is not a part of the 
statue. It is real. The doves build 
their nest in the hands of the saint 
every year. 

Near the statue is a rose bush 
into which St. Francis threw himself 
to overcome a temptation. At that 
time the bush was thorny but since 
that day the bush has borne roses 
without thorns. We mention this 
because we at Graymoor are very 
proud and happy to have flourish- 
ing and blooming in the Convent 
garden a slip from this same thorn- 
less rose bush. It was brought from 
Assisi by our Founder, Father Paul 
as a gift to Mother Lurana, the 
Sisters of the 
Atonement, from the Minister Gen- 
eral of the Friars Minor. As Mother 
Foundress wrote in her diary “It 


beasts of the 


Foundress of the 


is said that these roses will not live 
three rare in- 
Assisi. 


(except in two or 
stances) away from 
7 7 7 7 


Queen of the Universe 

We have just had a communi- 
cation from the Academia Mariana 
Internationalis telling us that an 
International Mariaological-Marian 
Congress will be held in Rome 
from October 24-Noy. 2. The Con- 
gress will be solemnly closed by 
the proclamation on the part of His 
Holiness, Pope Pius XII, of the li- 
turgical feast of Mary, Queen of 
the Universe. At that time the 





Father will 


Holy crown the pic 
ture of Mary venerated in the 
Basilica of St. Mary Major with a 
diadem of stars. This diadem will 
represent the homage of the whole 
world to her 
remains, the Conqueress in all the 
battles of the Lord. 
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Ain’t He Lucky? 

We see by the Brooklyn Tablet 
that contrary to the notion that has 
been prevalent for centuries old 
Voltaire, the 18th Century apostle 
of free thinkers, the hero of skep- 
tics, and the god of anticlericals, 
died a Catholic. During his last ill- 
ness he retracted all his errors in 
writing and returned to the Church. 

The — facts revealed by 
Jacques Danvez in Le Figaro Li- 
teraire. The author based his arti- 
cle on documents discovered in the 
archives of a Paris notary. Among 
these documents was one signed 
by Voltaire himself and two wit- 
which had been given to 
the notary by Voltaire’s confessor, 
Fr. Gaultier, stationed 
at the parish of St. Sulpice in Paris 
at the time of Voltaire’s death in 
1778. 

Well, God is good, but we won- 
der what our American free-think- 
ers and atheists will say about that. 


who has been, and 


were 


nesses 


who was 
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Poor Souls , 
Next month, November, is ‘set 
aside by the Church as the month 
of the Poor Souls in Purgatory to 
remind us to pray for them that 
they may be admitted into Heav- 
en. Beginning on November 2, 
All Souls’ Day, we shall have sev- 
eral Masses said every day during 
the month for the repose of the 
souls of our relatives, friends, and 
benefactors. If you will send us a 
list of your beloved dead we shall 
be glad to include them in these 
Masses. 
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Finder of things lost 
Worker of miracles 
Helper in necessities 


Ever since his canonization St. 
Anthony has been a favorite 
saint of millions. His interest 
in man and his prompt help 
have made him loved by all. 


Every day we receive many 
petitions to be included in our 
perpetual novena. Many 
letters of thanksgiving for 
favors are received every day. 
Why not invoke 
SAINT ANTHONY 
in your need 

A NEW NOVENA BEGINS EVERY TUESDAY 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS 
OF THE ATONEMENT 

GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, NEW YORK 
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Kudo 
Dear Father 

I am inclosing $2.00 for the good 
Saint Anthony has done much for me 


as helper in necessities. I also get Tut 


Catholic Lamp and I am very proud to 
read a good magazine 
Will you please print this in Tut 
LAM) 
John V. Nunez 


Miami, Fla 


Book Found 


Dear Father 

Enclosed please find $5.00 offering 
for a favor received through St. An 
thony. My daughter could not find a 
book which she had either mislaid or 
lost. Not finding it would have had a 
serious effect on a mid-term examina 
tion as another could not be obtained 
in time. Thanks to St. Anthony the book 


was found in a very unexpected place 
and manner 

Please try to publish this in your Mag 
azine, St 


Im any 


Anthony has never failed me 
difficulty. 
Mrs. E. P 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa 


Confidence Restored 
Dear Father 

I am writing these few and 
also enclosing the Sponsor Card I re- 
ceived from you. I also want to tell how 
St. Anthony has helped me. I am a 
dressmaker and do the work for my liv- 
ing, being a widow for the past eight 
I had a big wedding and did all 
the gowns but somehow I lost all con- 
fidence in myself and was a nervous 
wreck. The wedding gown was to be 
beaded by hand. I worked on it for 
months and thought that I would surely 
have to give it up but I turned to St 
Anthony, as I made his Novena every 
night since last winter, and my confi- 
dence came back. The wedding party 
came out first class, thanks to St. An- 
thony and all the other saints I pray to 
every day. So I am sending you the 
Graymoor Sponsor Card and I will send 
a monthly offering as long as I can. I 
would like to have this letter published 
in THe Lamp Magazine if it is possible. 

Mrs. Alice Lugasse 
Amesbury, Mass. 


words 


years 


Thanksgiving 
Dear Father: 

In grateful appreciation for the bless 
ing of continued good health and other 
favors granted me, I send the enclosed 
offering to St. Anthony’s Bread Fund 
and will continue to send a like dona- 
tion for each month for the rest of my 
life. 

Please publish this letter. 

Leon E. Chandler 
Bradford, Mass. 
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Benign Tumor 

Dear Father 
Recently my 

on for a 


daughter was operated 


tumor on her arm. I 
prayed to St. Anthony asked him 
to grant me the favor of a favorable 
report on the laboratory analysis. Thank 
God she is getting along OK and the 
tumor was not malignant 


bone 
and 


I am so grate 


ful to St. Anthony for this and many 
other favors granted. Would you pub 
lish my letter in THe Lamp. 


I would like 


also to acknowledge fa- 


vors granted by Our Blessed Lady and 
St. Theresa 

I am sending a small donation. I wish 
it could be more 

Mrs. Helen Nehlsen 

Rosary Novena 
Dear Father 

I am glad to say my recent opera- 


tion was a success, thanks to Our Lady 
Enclosed is money order for $5.00; $3.00 
for my sponsorship, July to September, 
and $2.00 in thanksgiving to Our Lady. 


I would like this letter to be in Tue 
Lamp at any convenient time as I had 
promised. Thank you. 
B. C 
Cambridge, Mass 
P.S. The Rosary Novena has done so 


much for me that I have encouraged 
my family to make it and I would like 
as many as possible to make it. It is 
wonderful. Thanks for everything re- 
ceived from Our Lady of the Miracu 
lous Medal 


Bonds Found 
Dear Father: 

A while ago my daughter had lost a 
bundle of bonds that represented her 
whole life saving. She was sick with 
worry. I promised St. Anthony to have 
the favor published in THe Lamp and 
send $5.00 if she found them. Two days 
after the end of my prayers she found 
the bonds. 

I enclose the $5.00 donation and thank 
St. Anthony sincerely for his prompt 
help 

Mrs. L. McM. 


Roxbury, Mass. 


Children 
Dear Father: 

Through the intercession of Our 
Blessed Mother and St. Anthony, two of 
my children who were seriously ill were 
cured. I promised if this be done I 
would have it published. 

Mrs. R. Butler 
Bethpage, L.I., N.Y. 


October - 
1954 
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WHO’S TO BLAME 


UVENILE delinquency is common in New York 

City. Every day youngsters in their teens and 

sub-teens are being picked up by the police 
for breaking into stores, for stealing automobiles, 
for engaging in often fatal gang wars, even for using 
and peddling dope. Although civic leaders are se- 
riously troubled about this problem New Yorkers as 
a whole seem to be apathetic, adopting the attitude 
that these aren't my children and consequently what 
they do doesn’t affect me very much. 

Murder is also common in New York. Every day 
in your newspaper you can read about one or two 
of the more sensational killings. And New Yorkers 
know that the murders that make the newspapers 
are only a small fraction of the total listed on the 
police records. New Yorkers take murder in their 
stride too. After all, such a staggering number of 
people live in the city that the people who kill or 
the people who are killed seem far, far away. 

But last August New Yorkers were shocked, and 
frightened and horrified out of their lethargy. Four 
young boys aged 18, 17, 16 and 15, confessed that 
within the short space of 16 days they had beaten 
one old man to death, had beaten several other men 
severely, had horsewhipped two teenaged girls, 
had set fire to another man, and had dumped still 
another man into the East River, where he drowned. 

When shocked disbelief and incredulity vanished 
in the face of the facts the questions came thick and 
fast. Why did they do it? Whose fault was it? How 
did they ever become so vicious? 


HERE was quite a bit of difficulty with the 
answers. For the past few decades the fashion- 
able attitude to take on crime—particularly the 
crime committed by young boys and girls—has been 
that crime is caused by the frustrations of poverty, 
slum dwelling, dirt, broken families, and ignorance. 
The idea seemed to be that the criminal himself 
was not responsible for what he did because he was 
an unhappy victim of circumstances. Since that is 
so, the theory went, we can easily do away with 
crime and criminals by changing the circumstances. 
We'll build more schools, open more parks, organize 
more clubs, staff more playgrounds, and hire more 
social workers. 
But the excuse of environment doesn’t apply to 


these four boys and to so many other children of 
good families who get into trouble. The boys are 
not underprivileged at all. They come from good, 
clean homes in middle class sections. Their parents 
are good, hard-working people. They did well in 
school, having high IQ's. They belonged to various 
clubs and took part in extracurricular activities. They 
had all the advantages and yet they committed 
wanton and brutal and vicious murders. Why? Be- 
cause there was something lacking. 

In their optimism Americans generally have for- 
gotten or ignored the fact of original sin. All Ameri- 
can boys and girls are born good, that is true. But 
all American boys and girls, just like everyone else 
in the world, are prone to sin. They must struggle 
to remain good. They have to learn to distinguish 
between good and evil, between right and wrong. 
They have to be taught to become truthful, respect- 
ful of authority, honest, and selfless. They have to 
be trained in virtue and show how to develop the 
moral stamina that enables them to overcome temp- 
tation. 


oys and girls learn goodness and undergo char- 

acter training under the direction of their par- 

ents in the university of the home. They begin 
this learning and training process while they are 
vet babes in arms. They continue learning and 
training during their infancy and during their early 
youth. And when they start off to school their family 
and parental training continues, because parents 
should know that school teachers do not replace 
parents, they merely help them. Schools do not 
replace homes and families, playgrounds do not re- 
place homes and families, clubs do not replace homes 
and families. Schools, clubs and playgrounds merely 
assist mothers and fathers in the educational, social] 
and receational training of the children. 

Thanks be to God, most American parents do 
understand their obligation. That is why the vast 
majority of our teenagers are good and wholesome 
children, respectful of the rights of others. But 
unfortunately there are some parents who are either 
ignorant, or incapable or negligent of their duties. 
It is upon these that falls most of the blame for 
the crimes of youth. t 
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‘go teach ye 
all nations’ 





Priest, in 


The Graymoor 


the footsteps of Christ, 
goes through the world 
winning souls for God's 
Kingdom. His is a 
satisfying life of high 
adventure that calls for 
deep charity and sacrifice. 
Young men of High 
School and College age 
are invited to join 
us in our noble, 
thrilling work. 








GRAYMOOR FRIARS 


sraymoor, Garrison, New York 
Please send me without obligation your litera 
ture in regard to 
CJ Priesthood Brotherhood — Age re 
Nani 
Address 
City Z State 





The Seminarians of the Society 


of the Atonement include the 

petitions of all their benefactors 

in their daily devotions in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Send your Petitions to 


REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 
ATONEMENT SEMINARY 
WASHINGTON 17, D.C. 





the Light of the Lamp 


WHAT'S THE ANSWER...A non- 
Catholic friend of mine invited me 
to a special service they were going 
to have in their church. I refused as 
politely as I could. My friend was 
insistent and said, “Why can’t you 
go to my church when I invite you? 
I always go to your church when- 
ever you invite me.” My answer 
didn’t satisfy anybody. I said, “I just 
can't.” What should I have said? 
Well, that’s a tough one because 
nobody likes to hurt anybody 
feelings. But we can’t palliate or 
weaken the truth to spare ourselves 
or others embarrassment. Your answer 


else’s 


might have run something like this 
“I can't go to your church for this 
service or for any religious service 


because I have to be consistent with 
my beliefs. So far as I am concerned 
the Roman Catholic Church is the 


only True Church founded by Christ 
and all others are in error. Since it 
is my firm belief that your church 
also is in error, I cannot attend your 
services. 

On the other hand when I invite 
you to come to my Church J am not 
asking you to do something incon- 
sistent with your beliefs because 
nearly all non-Catholics are quite 


all churches lead to 
religion is 


convinced that 
God and one 
another. 


as good 


7 7 7 7 


INVALID MARRIAGE...A _ friend 
of mine was baptized a Catholic and 
made his First Communion. After 
that he was not brought up a Cath- 
olic. Since his engagement he oc- 
casionally has gone to the Baptist 
church with his fiancee and con- 
siders himself a Baptist. Now he is 
being married in the Baptist church 
and wants me to be his best man. 
I know I can't do it, but why? 

It is forbidden to take active part 
in non-Catholic because 
such services are intended to honor 
God in a 


services 


manner contrary to the 
manner which Christ established. 
Since the best man is the official 


witness of the marriage acting as 
best man would be taking an active 
part in the service. 

In the second place this marriage 
is invalid. Despite the fact that 
your friend may consider himself 
Baptist he is still subject to the mar- 
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riage laws of the Church. Since he is 
not being married in accordance with 
the law that demands that a Cath- 
olic be married before a priest his 
invalid. It would be 
wrong for you to attend such a cer- 
much par- 


marriage is 


emony less be an active 
ticipant. 
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CANDLES AND VIGIL LIGHTS... 
What is the difference between 
candles and vigil lights? 

Candles are used in the liturgical 
and non-liturgical ceremonies of the 
Church. used at Mass and at 
certain other ceremonies must be of 
a certain 


Those 


beeswax. 
the Light 


percentage of 
Candles symbolize Christ, 
of the World. 

Vigil lights are votive offerings 
burned in honor of God and of the 
Saints. They need not be of beeswax. 
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BIBLES ...I was taught in school 
that there is only one approved 
Catholic version of the Bible in Eng- 
lish and that is the Douai. Now I 
hear that there are several. How can 
that be? 

You 


good 


have 
ago. 


must gone to school a 
while Within the past 
15 years several authorized Catholic 
versions of the Bible or of certain 
books of the Bible have been pub- 
lished. There are for instance the 
Contraternity edition, the Westmin- 
ster, the Knox, the Kleist-Lilly, and 
the Spencer. 
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CHRISTIAN BURIAL...I read in 
the paper that Vito Marcantonio was 
denied Christian burial even though 
he received the Last Sacraments. I 
thought those who received the Last 
Sacraments had a right to Christian 
burial. 


Mr. Mareantonio was the former 
U. S. representative from New York. 
He fell dead on the street. Police 
summoned a priest who gave Mr. 
Mareantonio conditional absolution 
and Extreme Unction. He was de- 
nied Christian burial because, in the 
words of the Chancery spokesman, 


“he has not practiced his religion in 
a great many years and was not rec- 
onciled with the Church before his 
death.” 

This deprivation of Christian bur- 
ial does not mean or suggest that 
the Church regards him as a lost 
soul. He may very well have re- 
pented at the last. 


A completed Burse of Five Thousand Dollars 
insures the education of a Graymoor Friar 
and enables him to reach his goal—the Altar 


ala SLs 


i 
ttmcompleted 


BURSES 


Is YOUR PATRON SAINT among those listed below? 


iY 





SSN 


AN 
= 


There is no better way to honor your heavenly 


SSAQqq4u_“0_»«c: 


namesake than by contributing to the Burse 


bearing his or her name. It is by means of the 


ae 


Burses that young men are advanced to the 





Sacred Priesthood in the Graymoor Community. 


other 
I 
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BY 
TITUS 
CRANNY, 
S.A. 


Kuncsuip is no longer a popular form of rule. It has 
little honor in many minds and little place in most 
governments of the world. Gone is the pomp and 
pageantry of regal courts for those nations which 
changed their rule, while even among many peoples 
with a monarchy, the crown is but a symbol of the 
past and not an active form of government at the 
present day 

Is this trend away from kingship for good or 
for evil? It is difficult to give an unqualified 
answer. Actually, no form of government is to be 
condemned unless it tramples upon the rights of 
the individual, the Church, or of God. History will 
pass its calm and unbiased judgment upon those 
nations which nurtured mighty kings, some of them 
saints of the Church, such as Louis of France 
Stephen of Hungary, Henry of Germany—but have 
since turned to another kind of rule. 

There was another time in history when kingship 

was not popular—or a king was very unpopular 
Many years ago in Jerusalem a rough Roman 
soldiery haled a meek prisoner before the pagan 
governor and asked for a sentence. They wanted to 
discharge the business quickly. The Jews said that 
he claimed to be a king, that he would not give 
allegiance to Caesar. But the King replied, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.” 
Pontius Pilate, looked at the 
Prisoner, majestic in His infamy and asked: “Art 
thou then a king?” And he must have wondered at 
the pathetic figure standing alone before him. A 
claimant to kingship in this guise? 

The Divine Victim replied: “Thou sayest it: I 
am a king. This is why I was born and why I 
have come into the world.” 


The governor 


The governor and the soldiers knew nothing 
about a spiritual kingdom and the Jews did not 
want a King in tatters. They wanted a Messiah- 
King of power, riches and conquering might who 
would crush the Romans. They had forgotten the 
power of humility, the riches of poverty, and the 
conquest of the souls of men. They had overlooked 
the prophecy of Isaias: “Despised and the most 
abject of men...a leper and one as struck by 
God... wounded for our iniquities and bruised for 
our offenses.” 

What a contrast between these rulers: one is the 
civil ruler appointed by the Roman Emperor of 
a little plot of land, the other is the Divine Ruler 
of the Universe. He Who created all things from 
nothing. The creature judges his Creator; the human 
makes sport of the divine. Pilate is arrayed in 
splendor, surrounded by a retinue of soldiers. Jesus 
has not even one follower, not one to speak in His 


defense, to offer the consolation of His presence. 

Pilate sought to release the Prisoner. He seemed 
quite harmless. He had stirred no open revolt. He 
had preached for three years about the country but 
had caused no particular trouble. But Pilate was no 
match for the screaming and scheming crowd who 
wanted this Man’s blood. And Pilate compromised. 
All right, scourge the Man, was his order 

But the scourging only added to the frenzy to 
crucify Him. The soldiers mocked the suffering 
Christ, they put a crown of thorns upon His brow, 
a scepter in His hands, and with false allegiance, 
cried: “Hail, King of the Jews!” Little did they 
realize that He was their king too. 

Again Jesus appeared before the weak judge. 
And again the cries of “Crucify him! crucify him!” 
rent the air. “If thou release this man,” the crowd 
taunted, “thou art no friend of Caesar; for everyone 
who makes himself king sets himself against Caesar.” 
Then Pilate led the bound and bleeding Christ to 
the people, presented Him with words of biting 
sarcasm: “Behold your king!” 

The petty Roman ruler did not realize the signifi- 
cance of his words. The thorn-crowned and beaten 
figure, mocked as a fool, His hands tied with a dirty 
rope, His body draped with a ragged cloak—this 
Man would win the allegiance of the world as its 
King. He is more powerful than all the Caesars of 
history, stronger than all the armies that man might 
muster. For Him millions of men and women, and 
even children, will gladly lay down their lives 
upon the sands of the circus arena, in the gardens 
of Rome, or centuries later, in the fetid prisons and 
upon the bleak steppes of Siberia. With Genesius 
the martyr the multitudes cry in unison, from every 
century and from every country: “There is no King 
but Christ and though I be slain a thousand times 
for you, you cannot take Him from my heart or 
from my mouth.” 

The Jewish priests declared that they had no 
other King but Caesar; they, the very students of 
the scriptures who had read how jealously Jahweh 
desired to be the only king of Israel and how 
reluctantly He had permitted Saul to be the first 
human king of Israel (I Kings 8). But these offi- 
cial representatives of Israel were not only con- 
temptuous in the treatment of their King, they not 
only scorned Him and demanded His death, for- 
getting their ancient human kings, but they cried 
out that Caesar, a pagan, an idolater, a foreigner 
to their race, Claudius Nero Caesar, was their 
king. And by a kind of divine irony their choice 
was given them when forty years later another 
Caesar wasted the city and (Cont. on page 10) 


As he looked at the suffering Christ standing before 
him Pilate must have wondered. But even in his infamy 
that same Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
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When we are born into the Mystical Body through Baptism, we start out on Christian life 


entirely free from sin and the temporal punishment due to sin. So too, in God's plan, when 


we come to the moment of departure from this life, God gives us contact with another of the 


channels of salvation. And its purpose is that, just as in the first Anointing we became the 


sinless children of God, so in the Last Anointing we should be freed of anything and every- 


thing which would hold us back from Him. 





IF ONE WERE TO ASK most Catholic people whether 
there were any chance of the average person’s escap- 
ing Purgatory after death and going directly to heaven, 
the answer would be—No. Somehow, the idea has 
developed and remains persistent, that immediate 
flights to glory are reserved for saints only. As a matter 
of fact that is true. One who goes directly to heaven 
is a saint. But the “saints” who, according to an all- 
too-prevalent popular opinion, are the only ones who 
have a chance of non-stop passage to heaven, are those 
canonized beings whose later miraculous intercession 
attests to their closeness to God. 


Power of Extreme Unction 


The fact of the matter is that nowhere in the re- 
vealed doctrine of the Church do we find any such 
teaching which insists that immediate attainment of 
heaven after death is something which God has re- 
served for those who will eventually be honored with 
formal and solemn canonization. On the contrary, every- 
thing about the Last Rites of the Church indicates that 
the mind of Christ’s Mystical Body is this: for one 
who receives the Sacrament of Last Anointing with 
ordinary good dispositions, the result is meant, in God’s 
plan, to be—immediate entrance into heaven. St. Thomas 
says that. So does the Sacred Liturgy. How, then, did 
we come by our strange modern viewpoint? 

Our ancestors in the Faith certainly did not share 
the pessimistic outlook of modern popular piety. The 
prayers which were used in the administration of the 
Sacrament of Last Anointing—(“Anointing unto Glory,” 
they called it) indicated in the early Church—and for 
that matter, do so today as well, that the faithful 
definitely did not regard Purgatory as something like 
a certainty for everyone. For these ancestors of ours, 
Last Anointing was a direct counterpart and comple- 
ment of Baptism. The Christian was anointed as a 
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member of the Royal Family of God by adoption at 
Baptism. And again, just before death, came an anoint- 
ing which was meant to be his or her immediate 
preparation for entrance into eternal life in the home 
God, the Father of that supernatural Royal Family. 
Even the most cursory reading of the prayers found 
in the ritual of the conferring of this Sacrament in the 
early Church make it quite clear that our ancestors 
saw a sort of second Baptism—a Baptismal renewal in 
the reception of Last Anointing. For them the purpose 
of this sacrament was the restoration of the same purity 
and innocence of soul which was that of the Christian 
on the day of his first Anointing—the day of Baptismal 
rebirth in Christ. For example, here is a quotation from 
one of those prayers: “May the Lord fill thee with the 
Holy Spirit. May our Lord Himself make thee holy 
through all these things unto perfection so that thy 
spirit may be whole and thy body and soul preserved 
without sin unto the meeting with Jesus Christ.” 


Mystical Body 


If, then, the early Christian outlook on Last Anoint- 
ing was so much more positive and cheerful than the 
one which is all-too-prevalent today, how did the change 
in viewpoint come about? There are several explana- 
tions. For one thing, the persistent attacks of the so- 
called Reformers on the doctrine of Purgatory brought 
about a more than ordinary degree of insistence and 
emphasis on that doctrine by the theological writers of 
the Church. This has happened time and time again in 
history. When a doctrine is denied the defenders of the 
truth ofttimes lay such great stress on its truth, or on one 
or more aspects of the truth, as to obscure-—-even tho not 
deliberately—other facets of the doctrine which were 
always held, albeit mcre calmly, during ages when there 
was no disturbance to the Faith. A classical example is 
that of the doctrine of the Mystical Body of Christ. This 
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truth, expressive of the “spiritual side” of the Church, so 
to speak, was somewhat obscured in common knowl- 
edge for a few centuries because, what with the attacks 
and lies and distortions of the “reformers,” it became 
vitally necessary to defend vigorously the Church’s visible 
nature, her right to exist as a perfect society, her right to 
make laws, etc. When the vitality of Protestantism was 
gone, and the world needed so badly something to give 
it a real sense of social unity, the doctrine of the Mysti- 
cal Body was “re-discovered” at the beginning of this 
century. As a matter of fact, it was not “discovered” at all. 
The truth had always been in the deposit of Faith, and 
in the official teaching of the Church—especially so in 
her Liturgical expression of that teaching. But, in com- 
mon knowledge, the awareness of the ordinary Catho- 
lic, the truth was somewhat dimmed by reason of the 
tremendous emphasis put on another facet of the 
Church's nature—her external visibility as a true society. 


Jansenism 


Something like this happened in the matter of 
Extreme Unction. Gradually, in the reactions of theo- 
logical writers and of preachers to the extremes of the 
Protestants—the denial of Purgatory—the earlier view- 
point of the Church relative to last Anointing, slipped 
into the background of popular consciousness. Then 
came Jansenism—that heresy which masqueraded as 
piety, and inflicted, in the name of piety, all sorts of 
rigoristic notions on the spiritual life of those who 
came in contact with it. Jansenism taught, for all prac- 
tical purposes, that the best way to show reverence 
for the Sacraments was not to receive them—or at least 
not very often. And then, even when it permitted the 
reception of the Sacraments, it laid down such terrific 
conditions for worthy reception that most people were 
afraid to approach to those founts of God’s love and 
mercy. To the Jansenist, God was the stern and mighty 
Sovereign, the inexorable judge, exacting the last farthing 
for every little human delinquency. Jansenists could 
not see our Lord as the gentle Saviour whose ever 
compassionate Heart refused to “crush the bruised reed 
or extinguish the smoking flax.” So, in the midst of such 
an atmosphere of spiritual “blue laws,” it was all-too- 
easy for the notion to develop and take hold of popu- 
lar consciousness that one was lucky to get even as far 
as Purgatory after death—let alone hope for a non-stop 
trip to heaven. 

We must get back to the balanced viewpoint. Our 
Lord’s purpose, in giving us the Sacrament of Last 
Anointing, was to enable ordinary people like you and 
me to escape Purgatory and go straight to heaven: 


Death would lose much of its terror if we were more 
aware of this great gift of God. The ancient Christian 
understanding of death as a glorious thing, as a way 
of sharing with Christ in the Mystery of His death 
and His Passion—and His glory—would become more 
real to us if the early Christian outlook were ours 
once more. Incidentally, our ancestors never would 
permit the use of black at funerals. Originally they 
used the color white—and then later, red, because they 
saw Christian death as a sharing in the death of Christ 
and therefore, a species of martyrdom. Only as a con- 
cession to popular taste and custom, a taste made 
somewhat morbid in the post-Renaissance period—did 
the Church permit the use of black at funerals and 
Masses for the dead. We have that color today more 
by toleration than by prescription. The language of our 
funeral Liturgy belies the color that Liturgy is cele- 
brated in: “For thy faithful, Lord, life is changed, not 
taken away...” so sings the Preface of the Requiem 
Mass. Isn't that in great contrast to the pagan descrip- 
tion of death as the evil deed of the “black and hor- 
rible gods?” 


Optimistic Outlook 


We cannot possibly regain the optimistic outlook of 
the Church in her prayer-life, if we persist in the 
notion that, for the ordinary good Catholic, Purgatory 
is inevitable. It is not. Isn't it rather an attitude of 
despair—almost a pagan, let alone Jansenistic attitude 
—to maintain that, no matter how much we try to love 
God and do His will despite our weaknesses and mis- 
takes, the reward of a loving God for all our efforts 
is a place of punishment—albeit temporary punishment? 
Is such an attitude just even to God? Would it not 
be more correct to renew the faith of our ancestors 
and realize that in God’s plan, for the carrying out of 
which He has given us the whole Sacramental system, 
the ordinary terminus of human life for the Christian 
is immediate entrance into heaven? Purgatory is meant 
to be an exception—one made necessary by our own 
lack of gratitude, faith and fervor. But Purgatory is 
definitely not meant to be the rule. 

True, to obtain the full effect of Extreme Unction, we 
must have the proper dispositions. But how on earth 
can we possibly have them if our constant outlook on 
the whole thing is gloomy. How can we prepare well 
for a death we fear excessively. Part of the “proper dis- 
position” is confidence in God. How can we have confi- 
dence if our viewpoint on man’s last moments is more 
Jansenist in its coloring than truly Christian? 

Another thing, isn’t this fearful (Cont. on page 10) 
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AND AFTER DEATH 
+++ PURGATORY? 


(From page 9) attitude, 
that only the rare few 
tory, responsible for the unfortunate 
custom of putting off Extreme Unction 
until the moment. People 
who have a outlook on 
death are hardly going to call a priest 
them is the 


this idea 


escape Purga 


very last 
pessimistic 
to administer what to 
final 
trip to a place of punishment until all 
hope of staving off that trip has been 
abandoned. The result of this sort of 
procedure is, of course, that it 
most impossible for the dving person 
to have the ordinary good dispositions 
which would entitle him or her to the 
full effect of that great Sacrament of 
Hope. In fact it is hard for a person 
about to breathe his last to have 
any dispositions at all. There are 
probably many people in Purgatory 
today who are there only 
relatives delayed the coming of the 
priest with the Sacrament of God’s 
mercy until such time as it was im- 
possible for the sick one to cooper- 
ate with the work of God which 
would have brought him straight to 
heaven. probably 
quite a few in Purgatory today who 
would not be there had they known 
the full meaning and purpose of Ex 
treme Unction. For, so knowing, they 
would have been able to take part 
in that Mystery and receive all its 
effects. So knowing, they would have 
had confidence in God, trust in His 
mercy, love for His goodness in giv 
ing them a Mystery which, St. 
Thomas meant even to 
supply for 
motives 


preparation for the inevitable 


is al 


because 


There are also 


says, is 
the 
and so 


absence of perfect 
make up for what 
human weakness made deficient in 
its reception. But one has to know 
what the sacrament is and what it 
is for before one can receive it with 
all its fruitfulness. God has not given 
us magical formulas—He has given 
us sacraments which demand coop- 
eration by way of intelligent partici- 
pation—i.e., dispositions. 

It is the opinion of the greatest 
theologians that the purpose of the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction is to 
prepare the soul for immediate en- 
trance into glory. They make it quite 
clear that our Lord’s purpose in in- 
stituting 
give us a 
maladies at that moment when such 
a thing was most needed—the time 
of death. And while it 
viously that the recipient must have 
proper dispositions for the sacrament 
to be fully effective, these disposi- 
tions are by no means difficult, nor 
are they 


such a sacrament was to 


cure-all for the soul's 


is true, ob- 


almost impossible of at- 


tainment for the ordinary Catholic 


St. Thomas, the prince of theologians, 


says that “this Sacrament prepares 
man for eternal glory And in an- 
other one of his writings. (Summa 
Contra Gentiles, Lib. IV, c. 73) the 
great Dominican remarks This Sac 
rament is for the very purpose of 
procuring the immediate  Beatific 
Vision for those who, because of 
negligence shortness of time or 
similar deficiencies, do not suffi 
ciently care for themselves What 
else is the great St. Thomas saving in 
this teaching but that the purpose of 
Extreme Unction is to make much of 
little, of very little, in fact—so as to 


transform the less pertect dispositions 
of those 
into the 
ible of leading them into immediate 
glory and eternal rest. 

One last bit of evidence from the 
official teaching of the Church. The 


in their last 
and higher 


who are agony 


better ones cap 


Council of Trent has this to say 
about Last Anointing: “The Sacra- 
ment of Extreme Unction has been 


regarded by the Fathers as_ that 
which gives the finishing touch not 
only to Penance, but to the 
Christian life.” It is 


entire 


precisely this 


statement to which theologians like 
Suarez and others have appealed, 
when, like St. Thomas they main- 


tain that the Sacrament prepares the 
soul for eternal glory. Trent presents 
us with the which 
Christian an 
cestors. It is time we got back to it: 

After all, it is the doctrine of our 
Faith that God wills the 
salvation of all mankind. This is es- 
pecially true of those who, by water 
and the Holy Spirit, have been made 
members of the Mystical Body of 
His Son. Does it not then seem in 
accord with this basic truth that He 
should give to these adopted chil- 
dren of His a very special Sacra- 
ment which would make them share 
most deeply in the Mystery of 
Christ at so important a time as their 
last earth? There 
are times, unfortunately, when we 
underestimate the salvific will of 
God. It is true that He will not 
save us without our cooperation. But 
He has 


means for 


teaching made 


such optimists of ou 


sincerely 


moment here on 


given us possible 
even to going 
way beyond the essentials. And, in 
this matter of preparation for death, 
He wills to 


manner most special with a_ sacra- 


every 
salvation, 


come to our aid in a 
mental making-present-again of the 
Redemptive work of His Son to make 
certain, unless we defeat Him by our 
own effort, that nothing will prevent 
us from coming immediately to our 
eternal home in heaven with Him. 
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When we are born into the Mys- 
tical Body through Baptism, we start 
out on Christian life entirely 
from sin and the temporal punish- 
God's 


come to the mo 


free 


ment due to sin. So too, in 


plan, when we 
ment of departure from this life, God 
with another of the 


And its pur 


gives us contact 


channels of salvation 


pose is that just as in the first 
Anointing we became the sinless 
children of God, so in the Last 
Anointing we should be freed of any 
thing and everything which would 
hold us back from him 

We are truly a privileged people 
who are much gifted of God. Ours 


should be a_ great confidence, a 


truly optimistic outlook on life here- 
after because of the gift of “Anoint- 
ing unto Glory.” t 





NO KING BUT CHRIST 
(From page 7) made the blood of 
its people flow like water, fulfilling 


the words of the Master about its 
destruction 
hus these poor people rejected 


Christ in His suffering and they re- 
jected Him again when He mounted 
the Cross and belore the world hung 
for three while the in 
scription that Pilate wrote “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the 
claimed His dignity. But 
only partly right. Jesus is more than 
King of the Jews; He is King of the 
world, of all nations 
and of all 


men’s 


long hours 


Jews” pro- 
Pilate was 


men, of 
His 
souls. For what 
realized too late in life 
every genuine follower of the Cru 
cified knows full well: “Alexander, 
Caesar, Charlemagne and myself have 
founded empires. But upon what? 
Upon force. Jesus Christ alone found- 
ed His empire upon love and at 
this moment millions of men would 
die for Him.” The followers of Christ 
proclaim His kingship and would 
give their lives to extend it. 

Over and over again in the lit- 
urgy the Church pays tribute to its 
King. On various feast days it sings 
triumphantly: “Christ the King cru- 
cified, come let us adore’ (Holy 
Cross, May 3)...Christ the King, 
the Lord of nations, who gives the 
fulness of the spirit to those who 
receive Him, come let us adore 
(Corpus Christi) ...the most high 
King of glory, come let us adore 
(Transfiguration) . . . “Come let us 
adore the Lord, the King of Kings, 
for He Himself is the crown of all 
the saints” (All Saints) and on the 
feast of Christ the King the liturgy 
echoes with the cry: “Come, let us 
adore Jesus Christ, King of kings.” 

On the days (Cont. on page 22) 


and 
individuals society 
rule is over 


Napoleon 


One Faith-One 


What is Unity? According to Catho 


lic teaching oneness or unity is one 
of the chief marks of the Church. 
St. Paul expressed the idea as “one 


faith, one Lord, and one baptism.” 
We speak of the threefold bond of 
of faith, all believing the 
truths as revealed by God; of 


unity same 
wor 
ship, all using the sacraments which 
Christ instituted, Holy Mass, and the 
prayer the Church; 

of government, or authority, with all 
the faithful joined to the Holy Fa- 
ther in the Lord’s repre- 
sentative on earth through the bishops 
lawfully appointed by him. 


approved by 


Rome as 


Unity is a very real problem. Ac- 
tually it should be called a problem 
of disunity. For those united in the 
Church there is no difficulty, but for 
those separated from the Church it 
the greatest religious 
problem in the world. Millions upon 
millions are the 


constitutes 


separated from 


Church. They are the ancestors of 
those who were Catholics 16 gen- 
erations ago, but who broke in the 


Protestant defection of the 16th cen- 
tury. Others trace their lineage back 
to the peoples of the Near East 
who severed the bond of unity in 
the 10th and 11th centuries. This is 
not simply a fact of but a 
tragedy of greatest 


history, 
spiritual the 


proportions. 


Father Paul in Catoloicismo. We are 
very pleased to notice an article in 
Catoloicismo, the official organ of 


mission work in Spain, on St. Pius X. 


In the course of the short article 
Fr. Ignatius Omaechevarria, O.F.M. 
wrote to Father Paul and the _ be- 
ginning of the Chair of Unity Octave 
in 1908. Thus the love of the holy 
pope for the Church and the zeal 
of Father Paul for souls are joined 
together and recognized even in a 


country far away. 


Children of the Times. Many people 
are children of | the 
which 
when non-Catholics say it 


times and en- 
Thus 


makes no 


vironment in they live 
difference what one believes or prac 
that it 
whether a person be a Jew, a Prot- 
estant, a Mohammedan, or a Cath- 
the ill-instructed Catholic 


tices, makes no difference 


olic, 


may 
nod his head in liberal assent. But 
such an attitude is wholly wrong. 


Truth and error, light and darkness, 
good and evil are not the same. Some 
philosophers may tell men so, but 


they are not students of truth but 


only tools. Equally foolish are those 
who say “it makes no difference 
what you believe Is there no dit 
ference between heaven and_ hell 
salvation and damnation, the love ot 
Christ and the slavery of the devil? 
Ihe Church alone is the one 
agent ot salvation established by 
Christ for all men, at all times, in 
every part of the world 
Loving the Truth. When Catholics 
hold to the principle that there is 


our Di 
vine Lord and that all other religious 


but one Church founded by 


bodies must, in consequence, be 
false, they are not unkind and _ ar- 
rogant. Catholics are bound to love 


all men, after the example of Christ, 
but they acknowledge erro1 
or falsehood in matters of the Church’s 
Christ, they 
His teaching; thev would be 


cannot 


teaching. Loving love 


traitors 


to compromise or minimize it. 


One Shepherd. In a fine little book 


on reunion, Fr. Charles Boyer, S.f. 
writes: “As far as Catholics are con 
cerned the most fruitful activity 
toward union—after prayer—is un 


doubtedly zealous cooperation with 
work of the Church. 


When Catholics make personal spir- 


the sanctifving 


itual progress and help others ad- 
the 
the true Spouse of Christ ap- 


vance in love of our 
Lord 
pears as the depositary, the inspirer, 
this This 
invincible attrac 
who are 


supreme 


and the guardian of love. 


in turn, creates an 


tion for souls eager tor 


sanctity or at least desirous of sal 
vation.” (One Shepherd, p. 126) 
This is just another way of saving 
If vou want to lead souls to Christ, 
then cultivate the drawing powe1 
the attractiveness of a holy. life 
We recommend this book, Onc 
Shepherd, to clergy and laity. It 


presents in simple fashion the prob 


lems of reunion and an earnest en 
treaty to those outside the fold. Fa- 
ther Boyer is president of the Unitas 
Association in Rome. This organiza- 
tion has been established in the 
Eternal City, in France, Italy, Can- 
ada, and Turkey. It was founded 


in Rome in 1945 and approved by 
Pope Pius XII. The Unitas Associa- 
tion seeks to fulfill its 
garding Catholics, schismatics, and 
Protestants. “To Catholics it recalls 
the benefits of the unity which they 
enjoy and the duty which is_ in- 


mission re- 





cumbent upon them to pray for those 
.. Oo & 
separated brethren of the Eastern 
Churches, it speaks of those long 
centuries of union when the Doctors 


who are deprived of it.”. 


of the East illumined the universal 
Church and triumphed with their 
Latin brethren over the most subtle 
and distressing heresies.” ...“To An- 
glicans and Protestants it reveals the 
genuine character of the Roman 


Catholic Church... it keeps in close 
touch with the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, and endeavors to aid it in its 
quest for unity.” 


Man's 

Church 
healing of 
Roman 


God’s Grace and 
“The prayer of the 
Mass for the 


according to the 


Charity. 

in the 
separation 
rite makes 


clear that only Almighty God can 
do that work of healing. We can 
help by doing each what is in our 


power to strengthen and smooth the 
way for divine grace to flower where 
needed, Or we 


it is can hinder by 
strewing the path with the stum- 
bling-rocks of pride, ignorance, com- 
placency and _ unfriendliness.” Don- 
ald Attwater, Worship (Jan. 1954, 
89 

Years Ago. Centuries have passed 
since Lactantius wrote the following 


statement, but the principles are just 
as undeniable today. “It is only the 
Catholic Church which retains the 
true worship. It is the fountain of 
truth, it is the household of the faith, 
it is the temple of God. If anyone does 
not enter it or if anyone departs from 
it, he is a stranger to the hope of life 
salvation, Let no deceive 
himself by continuous wranglings. 
Life and salvation are in the balance, 
which if not looked to carefully and 
diligently will be lost and destroyed.” 
(Div. Inst. 1v, 30, 11-12 written about 
325) 


and one 
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OUR LAST 


Sixncr 
edition of the Graymoor Annals, the 
Society of the Atonement has added 


twelve new Friars to its number. At 


the Novitiate of our Lady of the 
Atonement, Valley Falls, R.I., the 
following were invested with the 


grey-brown Franciscan habit of our 
Congregation: Frater Sylvester, Fred 
Alvarez, New York City; Frater Cas- 
imir, Julius Gryckiewicz, New Brit- 
ain, Conn.; Frater Campion, Robert 
Testa, Jersey City, N.J; Frater Leo, 


Vincent Slavin, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Frater Gerard, Thomas Brown, 
Washington, D.C.; Frater Carmen, 


Michael Giuliano, Waterbury, Conn.; 
Frater Donald, Robert Caul, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada.; Frater Ma- 
rio, Frank Leonardo, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Brother Barnabas, Gerald Fish- 
er, Bedford, Nova Scotia, Canada; 
Brother Kenneth, James Reilly, Con- 
shohocken, Pa.; Brother Xavier, 
Frank Galvin, Worcester, Mass.; 
Brother Peter, Henry Gannon, Central 
Falls, R.I. 

On the day following the Investi- 
ture, the following and 
Brothers professed their first vows as 
Friars of the Atonement: Fra. Conrad, 
S.A., High Point, N.C.; Fra. Paschal, 
S.A., Brooklyn, N.Y.; Fra. Carl, S.A., 
Rochester, N.Y.; Fra. Joachim, S.A., 
Brighton. Mass.; Fra. Jude, S.A., New 
York City; Brother Declan, S.A., Indi- 
anapolis, Ind.; Brother Ambrose, S.A., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

The Very Rev. Father General, S.A., 
officiated at both these ceremonies, 
with Very Rev. Father Andrew, S.A. 
as Master of Ceremonies. Father 
Andrew is the Master of Novices 
and Guardian of the Friary at Valley 


Falls. +t 


Clerics 


@x avcustr 28, four- 
teen Sisters of the Atonement pro- 
fessed their Final Vows at the Mother- 
house at Graymoor. They are: Sister 
Mary Margaret, S.A., Sister Mary 
Ambrose, S.A., Sister Mary Edmund, 
S.A., Sister Mary Cyprian, S.A., Sis- 
ter Margaret Clare, S.A., Sister 
Mary Crispin, S.A., Sister Mary 
Dympna, S.A., Sister Benedicta, S.A., 
Sister Ann Loyola, S.A. Sister Mary 
Thaddeus, S.A., Sister Stephen Marie, 
S.A., Sister Margaret Liam, S.A., 
Sister Francis Xavier, §.A., Sister 
Mary Patricia, S.A. Very Rev. Fr. 
General, S.A. celebrated the Solemn 
Mass for the occasion, assisted by 
Fathers John Forest, S.A., and Celes- 
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tine, S.A.. as Deacon and sub-Dea 
con respectively. 
On Monday, August 30, two of 


the Sisters celebrated the Silver Jubi 
lee of their Religious Profession. They 
are: Sister Mary Patrick, S.A., and 
Sister Mary Eileen, S.A. The Solemn 
Jubilee Mass was celebrated — by 
Father Brendan, S.A., who is a 
brother of Sister Mary Patrick. He 
was assisted by Father Celestine, S.A., 
as Deacon, and Frater Geoffrey, S.A., 
as sub-Deacon. t 


@Oxe or THE newly- 
professed Brothers, Brother Declan, 
S.A., has received his assignment to 
St. John’s Seminary, Montour Falls, 
N.Y. Two of our own Graymoor stal- 


warts, Brother Aloysius, S.A., and 
Brother Edward, S.A., have also 
been assigned to the minor semi- 


nary. They will replace Brother An- 
drew, S.A., who has returned to the 
Mother House to assist the Procu 
rator, Father Austin, S.A., and Brother 
Aquinas, $.A., who will be the sacris- 
tan here. Another one of the Montour 
Falls Brother Joachim, S.A., 
has been appointed Procurator for 
the seminary there. 


Friars, 


Tue HANDSOME FRIAR 
pictured in the Annals this month is 
one of our Roman contingent, Father 
Blase Burniston, S.A., of Jersey City, 
N.J. Recently Father Raphael, our 
Procurator General, who resides in 
Rome, gave us the picture of Father 
Blase. Both of the Fathers are pres- 
ently engaged in a work which is in 
the real sense of the word a labor of 
love. They are aiding His Eminence, 
Nicola Cardinal Canali in promoting 
the Cause of Cardinal Merry del Val. 
As our readers probably know, Cardi- 
nal Merry del Val was a very close 
friend of the Graymoor Community. 
It was he who interceded for Father 
Paul and the tiny Society of the Atone- 
ment, when Graymoor asked to be re- 
ce'ved into the Catholic Church in 
1909. All through the remainder of his 
life he was greatly attached to the 
Friars and Sisters, and kept up a elose 
correspondence with the Founders, 
Father Paul and Mother Lurana. 

Even during the life of Cardinal 
Merry del Val, his sanctity was evi- 
dent to all who came in contact with 
him. Like the Pope whom he served 
as Secretary of State, his life was 
lived close to God. This year saw 
the solemn Canonization of St. Pius 
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X, and it is our conviction that we 
will see, within a short time, the 
canonization of Cardinal Merry del 
Val. The process leading to such a 
step is a lengthy one and very pains- 
taking. It is a great the 
Society of the Atonement that to 
Father Raphael has been given the 
privilege of aiding in promoting the 
Cause of the saintly Cardinal. He 
has an able assistant in Father 
Blase. We ask the prayers of our 
readers that God will hasten the day 
of the Solemn Canonization of Car- 
dinal Merry del Val. It is only fitting 
that St. Pius X and his close friend 
who suffered together for the Church 
should be honored together by the 


Church. t 


honor to 


For THE PRESENT, 
or at least at this writing, all is quiet 
on the front at Montour Falls. The 
halls the students 
are enjoying their summer vacation. 


are deserted and 


There is still great activity there, 
however. Much has to be done in 
preparation for the students’ return 
this month. 


All the priests who were away for 
summer courses have returned, and 
“raring to go” when the opening bell 
sounds. Fathers De Sales and Urban 
went to Notre Dame, Fathers Nich- 
olas and Peter attended St. Bona- 
venture University, while Father 
Pacificus labored diligently at Catho- 
lic University. Father Edmund, who 
was ordained recently in Rome will 
teach social sciences when St. John’s 
opens its next season. Father Peter 
will uphold the Latin department. t 


Fatuer aGNELLvs, 
S.A., Pastor of the Church of the 
Canadian Martyrs, Athalmer, British 





Columbia, Canada, wrote recently ti 
tell of the latest 


his incumbency. He 


rat velopm« nts in 
“Our 
pews arrived just at a time when thi 
ichitecture of the 


Says new 
parishioners was 
accommodating itself to the old pews 
of Puritan Presbyterian days. Up to 
a week ago the church had retained 
the old benches 


delighted the 


have 


Knox 


might 


John 


which 


anatomy of 


but hardly one of more generous 
proportions. The new pews are not 
only things of beauty but are very 
generous in seating space and have 


enlarged ends of Colonial design to 
prevent the casual dozer from falling 
out. 

“The head tells me that he 
finds it much easier to proceed to 


the verv last with the 


ushe I 


par ishionet 


alms basin and thereby deprive no 
one of the salutary act of giving. 
One or two, who seem to find it 


difficult getting to sleep when the 
pastor launches into a discourse, are 
equipped with a_ rocking device, 
which facilitates slumber. It is after 
much sacrifice, that the parishioners 
of the Canadian Martyrs’ Church can 
rest comfortably on their laurels, at 
least for the moment.” T 


From GRAYMOOR IN 
Japan comes the following: 

“On July 9th we had a Solemn 
Mass in Honor of Our Lady of the 
Atonement and His Excellency, Most 
Rev. Maximilian de Furstenberg, Apos- 
tolic Internuncio, following a custom 
of four years standing arrived to have 
lunch with us and help celebrate the 
After lunch his 


occasion, Excellency 





Fr. Blase Burniston, S.A., with some of the neighbors, St. Onofrio, Rome 


went to view our 


The chil- 


dren were lined from the gate to the 


school. 


school entrance, all waving papal and 
Belgian flags. They know that 
His Excellency is a citizen of Vatican 
State.) One small boy read a 
sage of welcome in his best English 
Val 


English teacher at the 


don’t 


mes- 


(coached by Fr. who is the 


school). A 





Fr. Valentine Datty, $.A., outside the new addition to his school 


little girl in Kimono presented him 
with a big bouquet of flowers and 
the kids him Fr. Val got 
some good pictures of the occasion 
even though he had to shoot over the 
Internuncio’s car which was parked 
int front of the proceedings but with 
a little acrobatics he 
pictures. 


sang for 


has some good 


“Fr. Hyacinth has taken over juris 
diction of the town of Haramachida 
which is close to his home base of 


Nakano. The 


this new 


interesting point about 
is that it is in the 
Tokyo archdiocese and therefore we 
have a pastor with two Bishops. The 
new mission is a thriving little town 
nucleus of 50 or 


mission 


and has a more 
Catholics. So now with two parishes 
and a kindergarten going full blast, 
Fr. Hy is going to be an 
specially busy. 

“Fr. Matthias took off this morning 
to attend the dedication of the Peace 
Memorial Church in Hiroshima. Fr. 
will represent the community at the 
ceremony and will take in a few of 
the various missions and parishes on 
the way to and fro. Father also had 
an interesting change from his quiet 
enclosed life at the Sisters Adorers 
Convent, when he took Fr. Albert’s 
place as pastor at the Cathedral of the 
foreign parish. 


extra 


“We have three seminarians at the 
present time living here during the 
summer vacation. (Cont. on page 22) 
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But later on they came to detest him cordially because 


At first the pupils were afraid of Mr. Green. 
he was easily the meanest man in all Georgia 





I cuess if the world had been flat, | might never 
have become a Catholic; and if you can't see the 
connection here, then you never did know my 
grammar school teacher, Mr. Green. 

Mr. Green was one of the last of that breed of 
country schoolteachers, now happily vanished, who 
infested the Southern hills 50 years ago. Maybe the 
rest of the country, too, for all | know; for to me 
then all of the United States that mattered was the 
state of Georgia, and the parts of it beyond the 
horizon were pretty vague. The rest of the nation 
was simply a lot of different colored spaces on a 
map, with capitals stuck around here and_ there 
to be memorized 

Also, so far as | knew then, Mr. Green was the 
only kind of teacher there was. Whatever I knew 


which wasn't much—he had taught me in the 


three vears since I lagged along the mountain road 





BY GROVER ABLES 


-, AND MR GREEN 


to the schoolhouse the fall I was eight, my older 
brothers ragged primer in one hand and a syrup 
bucket with holes punched in the lid in the other 
The former burden contained mysteries of erudi- 
tion, and the latter a bowl of turnip greens and 
five buttered biscuits, two with sugar, for my dessert, 
und three plain for the turnip greens. 

From the vantage point of years, | now realize 
that Mr. Green did a fairly good teaching job, con- 
sidering his attainments and the raw material he 
had to work on. He himself had never been to 
high school, and flourished his hickory stick solely 
under the authority of a third grade license, earned 
by passing an examination of what he assured us 
was of formidable difficulty given by the superin- 
tendent of schools at the remote county seat. 

During the summer, Mr. Green farmed, supple- 


menting his scanty earnings (Cont. on page 26) 








Want TO MAKE an interesting survey? Ask any ten parents 
of your acquaintance if they know what comic books are. 
Nine out of ten will give you an answer something like this: 

“Sure I do. Dick Tracey and Donald Duck. Harmless 
things. Matter of fact I read them myself.” 

Matter of fact few parents have ever read a comic 
book. For comic books have no relation to the daily and 
weekly comic strips in the nation’s newspapers. Indeed no 
decent American newspaper would dare to print a comic 
strip remotely resembling the type found in the comic 
books. Yet, by an ironic twist of fate, some of these same 
newspapers have been active in defending these terrible 
publications. 

Comic books are 16 to 32 page pulp periodicals featur- 
ing lurid, glossy covers and telling their stories in comic- 
strip type layout. A staggering total of 90 million of them 
are sold every month at from 10¢ to 25¢ apiece in candy, 
drug, stationery stores and from newsstands. They are 
bought by children whose ages range from 5 to 14. A 
small portion of the volume is accounted for by young 
adults, particularly in the armed forces. There is a heavy 
traffic also in used comics at cut rates. 

What are they like? 

Senator William A. Purtell of Connecticut described 
them this way: “Ten cents will buy your child a short 
course in murder, mayhem, robbery, rape and worse in 
comic books.” 

Senator Purtell was not exaggerating. They are liter- 
ally handbooks of crime. In Canada recently the courts 
specifically found that the minds of two teen aged killers 
had been affected by comic book reading. In Chicago 
recently a whisky drinking, cigar smoking 11 year old 
boy admitted setting a tenement fire in which seven people 
perished. The Associated Press story of his confession told 
of how his dresser was piled high with comic books among 
them “Keeper Of the Morgue,” “Werewolf of the Alps,” 
and “Murder From the Tomb.” 

Unusual? Not at all. The 14 year old boy who fired a 
rifle into the New York Polo Grounds in July 1950 and 
killed a spectator owned a variety of guns and was an 
avid comic book reader. Police records show an alarming 
increase in crimes of rape and violence committed by 
boys and girls of pre-teen age. And the blueprint for 
their crimes may be found in the average issue of any of 
the hundreds of comic books that are on your newsstand 
in your town this very moment. 

Consider this. A recent issue of a comic book available 
to your children contained detailed instructions on how to 
commit a robbery without detection. Another was a fairly 
clear method for commiting assault and rape. A third 
showed a drawing of the human body indicating the weak 
points by which a person could be easily knocked un- 
conscious or killed. Another had obvious anti-Jewish and 
anti-Negro propaganda. Another showed fascist methods 
as desirable. 

Hard to believe? Put this magazine down. Stroll around 
the corner to your newsstand or local candy store. Pick up 
a few comics. Perhaps you will see the one which stresses 
the thrill of taking dope or smoking (Cont. on page 18) 
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“Ten cents will buy your child a short 
course in murder, mayhem, and robbery 


in comic books.” —Senator Wm. Purtell 








THE COMICS ARE 
RUINING OUR CHILDREN 


(From page 16) marihuana. Or the 
other which shows how to jab an 
instrument into a policeman’s eye to 
make a safe getaway after a crime 
Approach them carefully, these com 
ics, for they might easily make you 
sick to your stomach. Not only from 
the gore. But the emphasis on sadism 


the glorification of ghastly crimes 


the over-tones of sexual perversion 


the nudity the che apness the rot 
tenness of it all 

This may be enough. granted, but 
it is not all. These comics also con- 
tain advertising. They freely adver 
tise real guns, switch blade knives 
and similar playthings for the nine 
vear olds as well as_ perfumes, 
creams and other products to in- 
crease the sexual attractiveness, or 
so they say, of the user. The ridicu- 
lous copy in these ads are almost 
amusing for a moment, but only for 


a moment. These are written for chil 
dren. They are being read by chil- 
dren. The products are being bought 
by children. Yours, maybe. 

How how completely the 
comic books blanket the country may 
be learned from a book which should 
be required reading by every parent 
in this country with small children. 
It is Seduction of the Innocent by 
Dr. Wertham, a man of 
high repute in the field of psychi- 
atry. So shocked was he by what he 
found that he devoted the past seven 
vears to a study of this subject. It 
is vital reading. A brief digest of it 
appeared in the May 1954 Reader's 
Digest. Among other things Dr. 
Wertham found in a survey that 
among 450 pupils in one school in 
grades four to six they read an aver- 
age of 14 comic books a week each. 
No wonder the newsstands receive 
shipments of from 50 to 100 comic 
books every other day and must 
maintain an inventory of some 400 
copies on hand to take care of the 
insistent demand. 

The evidence of filth, suggestive- 
ness, incitement to crime and drug 


serious 


Frederic 


addiction, the education in evil that 
could be 
But bad as the 
situation is the facts surrounding the 


these comics represent 


written of endlessly 


answer to “Why is it permitted” some- 


how seem even worse. For every 
move to regulate comic book publi- 
cation in this country has gone down 
to defeat. Somehow the comic book 
publishers have found and paid for 
supporters reaching into very high 
places. Enraged child specialists have 
found frustration in attempting to 


prevent this flood of handbooks for 
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crime. Even the Congressional Com 
mittee of a few years back which 
looked into the situation white 
washed the comic book publishers. 

lo understand you must go back 

bit. In 1937 there were only 19 
crime comic books on the market 
By 1948 there were 107. In 1948 
their total circulation was 60 million 


a month. Today it has increased 50% 
the only type of publication to show 


any appreciable increase in the pe 
riod. It is tremendously big business 
understandable when you consider 
that comic books are the most pop 


ular periodical outside of newspapers 
in the today. Profits are 
Comic-book _ publishers 
are not adverse to spending money 


country 


handsome. 


to preserve status-quo which means 
no controls whatever on content, dis- 


tribution or sale of these handbooks 
to crime. 

As a result, through bribes and 
other dirty money transactions, many 


comic books today carry indorsements 
by child psychologists and by im- 
portant sounding but phony organi- 
zations to mislead any parents who 
them on 


happen to see the news- 
stands. Some of them carry multi- 
ple “Approved By” which are out 


and out frauds. Many such facts were 


brought out during recent hearings 
of the Senate Judiciary Sub-Com- 
mittee on Juvenile Delinquency 


headed by Senator Estes Kefauver. 
The New York Times of April 23, 
1954 reported the following 

“Senator Charges Deceit On Com- 
ics—Senator Estes Kefauver charged 
yesterday that the Child Study As- 
sociation of had ‘deceived 
the public’ in presenting reports on 
comic books. He said the associa- 
tion had failed to note that some of 
the experts it employed were at the 
same time being paid by the comic 
book publishers.” 


America 


In other words even were you to 
seek guidance on the selection of 
comic books for your children you 
would be hopelessly misled by in- 
dividuals and organizations in the 
pay of the very publishers whose 
books you were trying to avoid. This 
demonstrated — shortly 
after the close of the hearings when 
a book was published by Double- 
day titled Your Child’s Reading To- 
day, written by Josette Frank, mem- 
ber of the Child Study Association 
that 
you might pick up this book to guide 
you in selecting reading matter for 
your child. Read what Sterling North 
said in reviewing this book for the 
World Telegram and Sun (N. Y.): 

“As for the ‘psychologists, critics 


was vividly 


of America. It is conceivable 


ONI 


and child study experts’ who are 
fronting the sex-torture comic 
book publishers, they appeal to me 
as being very dangerous citizens in- 
helping to befuddle 
issue of child 


poisoning which ever went unbooked 


for 


deed. They are 


the most clean-cut 


on a police blotter.” 


This book is an out and out de- 
fense of comic books. The author 
with a straight face claims the com 
ics give “a wide glimpse of the world 
not only present but past and fu- 
ture... the comics offer dramatic ex- 


pression of basic moralities.” This 
particular fraud is another reminder 
that the book industry is 
strong, well organized and has, in its 


corner, some strong, if unscrupulous, 


comic 


defenders 

Unfortunately, the comic books 
joined in their de- 
otherwise intelligent 
editorialists who see, as 
the publishers do, a threat to “free- 
dom of the press” in any attempt to 
regulate in fashion this spew- 
ing forth of crime and horror com- 
ics. The odd part of it is that these 
and magazines follow 
a self-imposed code of decency and 
ethics which would out of 
their pages anything remotely simi- 
lar to the trash found in the comic 
books. 

When the heat was on the comic 
book publishers a few vears ago they 
did set up a well publicized self- 
imposed code. It achieved its pur- 
pose. It diverted attention away from 
them. They then abandoned the 
code although it remains a handy 
thing to use to impress investigating 
committees. An example of the in- 
dustry’s attitude may be gleaned 
from the following extracts as re- 
ported in the New York Times of 
testimony before the recent Senate 
hearings by a Mr. George David, 
president of Kable News Company 
of New York. This company distrib- 
utes comic books. 

“Mr. Davis comments: “If you took 
comic book out of New York 
you'd have more juvenile delinquency 
.. don't destroy the imagination of 


ooo 


publishers are 
fense by some 


newspaper 


any 


same papers 


censor 


every 


American kids.” 
“Senator Hennings of the Commit- 
tee staff thrust 


ness. 


a cover at the wit- 


“How about this human head boil- 
ing in a vat?” the Missourian asked. 
“It was the cover of Mr. Mystery, 
Mr. 
fiendish 


distributed by Davis’ company. 


It showed a creature, 
boiling two heads, while a freshly 
severed one lay along side, rows of 
previously severed ones looked down 
from racks and a (Cont. on page 20) 


Clear, Specific, Powerful 


Be among the truly informed of the hundreds 
of thousands of men and women to vote this 
fall... American men and women are a rare 
and curious alloy of sentiment and ambition... 
Yet they work harder than men and women of 
other countries to provide for their children. . . 
Rare indeed, is the man or woman who truly 
knows all about the business of voting. 

Father Titus Cranny has compiled a master- 
ful volume of information for the man and 
woman who have found themselves in the pre- 
dicament of not being able to examine and 
separate the issues at stake. 

Written in down-to-earth language and is 
concerned with the practical detail of voting. 
No family can afford to be without his book, 
and it is priced so low that no one need be. 

Talk it over with the family and mail the 
coupon below. 


Voting for the Common Good 

It is obvious that one of the ways of promoting the common 
good is the honest and intelligent use of the vote in civil elec- 
tions in order to secure worthy men for positions of public 
service. The enjoyment of this common good is common to all 
men in human society and cannot be restricted specifically to 
individuals, classes, races, or nations. The matter (of voting) 
is of grave importance and the obligation of the citizen to 
participate in the elections and to support fit candidates is 
correspondingly grave. 


Duty of Voting 
A citizen's obligation to vote is still more grave when in cer- 
tain circumstances his failure to vote is likely to bring about 
the election of a poor candidate, who might do harm by aiding 
and abetting measures contrary to religion, to morality, and to 
the true interests of his country. 


National and Local Elections 

The general principles of voting apply not only to national 
elections, but to municipal and local elections as well. Ob- 
viously, however, the obligation to vote in a local election is 
usually not as grave as the obligation to vote in a national 
election since the latter is of greater moment. However, it is 
possible that at times there may be even greater reason to vote 
in a local or state election, particularly in those places where 
a policy or candidate would be against the common good of 
that locality, for example, a candidate for membership on a 
school board. Or if a Communist were running for office in a 
city, county, or state and there were a favorable chance of his 
being elected. 


Knowledge of Rights and Duties 

It is not enough simply to intend to do what is right. If a 
person wills the end he must take the necessary means to 
achieve that end. In a republican form of government there 
must be an active appreciation of the common good, a realiza- 
tion that each citizen has a role to play in the government and 
a conviction that one must bear his burden according to the 
talents, opportunities, and circumstances in which Divine 
Providence has placed him. 


Qualifications of a Voter 
There can be no doubt that if the average man is to play the 
part in politics which democracy expects, he must be fitted 
to it; he must be educated. As far as that goes, the necessary 
education is only indirectly a matter of book-learning; it is 
really a matter of growing wise, and wisdom can certainly 


The Moral 
Obligation 
Of Voting 


BY TITUS CRANNY, S.A. 





not be learned from primary or even secondary education; if 
it ever comes from books, it comes either from a very long 
acquaintance and meditation over text-books, or from reading 
the kind of books that do not figure in our school curricula. 
Wisdom, a sense of values, a certain shrewdness, and a knowl- 
edge of man, seem to be largely native endowments . 


Candidates’ Records 
Obligation of the voter to know the candidates and their 
The ballot should not be cast according to whim, 
fancy, or chance but according to Christian principles. The 
good citizen will try to secure information of this sort about 
the candidates, and will vote for the one whom he believes 
most likely to give the best service to the people. 


records. 


Knowledge of Issues 

Each citizen should devote a reasonable amount of time and 
energy to the maintenance of right government by the exercise 
of his political rights and privileges. He should understand the 
issues that are brought before the people and cooperate with 
his fellow citizens in securing the wisest possible solution . . . 
our national life cannot develop normally without adequate 
protection for the rights of all and the faithful performance of 
duty by every citizen. 


Political Parties 

There needs to be a deeper awareness of one’s part in a re- 
publican government, a deeper consciousness that each person, 
each voter, does count either for good or for evil. To be a slave 
of party politics so that one follows “My party right or wrong” 
is bad, but to take a healthy interest in the political affairs of 
a city, state, and nation is not only good, but vitally necessary 
for the common good. Thus the citizen should do whatever 
he can to further the commonwealth. If membership in voters’ 
organizations will contribute to this end, then he should be- 
come a member 


FATHER TITUS CRANNY, S.A. 


New York 


Enclosed find $2.00, send me postpaid copy of 
“The Moral Obligation of Voting.” 


Graymoor, Garrison, 


Street . = 
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THE COMICS ARE 

RUINING OUR CHILDREN 
18) 
awaited 


bound and 
their turn 


“It isn’t so horrible,” evaluated Mr 


(From page man 


woman 


Davis. “It's comical.” 


With a cynical unconcern on the 
part of the publishers and bribed 
psychiatrists defending the value of 


comic books there is little hope for 
any improvement from that quarter. 
Unfortunately there seems to be lit- 


tle hope for effective legislation to 


stop this thing at its source. The 
New York State Joint Legislative 
Committee noted that freedom of 


the press is being used “as a license 
for irresponsible publishers to con- 


taminate the minds and morals of 
children for profit.” But even in 
Canada where such a law barring 


“crime comics” was passed there is 
a reluctance to prosecute offending 
publishers because of this fear of 
impairing basic rights. 

Hitting at the distribution of com- 
ics seemed the next possibility. But 
the newsdealers have testified that 
they are forced to carry horror and 
crime comics or they will be cut off 
from the distribution of other de- 
cent publications. This vicious prac- 
tice of “tie-in” sales may be on the 


way out. In New York a new state 
law with a fine of $150 was re- 
cently passed and signed by Gov- 


ernor Dewey. How effective it will 
be in operation remains to be seen. 

The news dealers themselves seem 
to question its impact. The News 
Dealers Association of Greater New 
York, boasting 1,000 members, have 
formed and financed a cooperative 
distributing company to correct in- 
dustry abuses in the sale and dis 
tribution of crime and horror comics. 
Whether this is their sole intent and 
just how well it will work is still, at 
this writing, open to speculation. 
Some printers publicly threatened to 
print this 
one wonders. 


refuse to type of comic 
book. But The situa- 
tion has been around for at least six 
years and two Congressional probes. 
Where have these people and organi- 
zations been all of that time? Why 
has the situation gotten worse instead 
of better? 

One wonders why law 
ment agencies seem so reluctant to 
move in despite the fact that there 
seem to be adequate laws in many 
states and communities under which 
the handling of such material might 
be prosecuted. Admittedly, techni- 
cally, the comic books may not be 
obscene—although some can be pro- 
duced to meet that description—but 
this is splitting hairs. Incitement to 


enforce- 
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crime is serious enough and experts, 
the honest ones, agree that the com- 
ics definitely do this. If laws 
then the lawmakers 
state and federal, should be prodded 
by indignant parents. 


new 
are needed 


Of course all comic books, per se, 
bad. One publisher, Dell 
Publications, claims to sell 25 mil 
lion books a month 
claims that it 
the crime and 
ever, by and 


are not 


also 
into 
How- 
few 


and 
delve 
field. 


there are 


comic 
does not 
horror 


large, 


Serer ir rr rrr wre wo I 
ROSARIES ARE EVERYWHERE 


Although I should be homeless and 
alone, 

Without the soothing comfort of my 
beads, 

Still I could say my Rosary every day 

By counting off the holly berry seeds. 


Or I could venture forth on any road 

And find enough of stones to number 
prayers, 

If in a city I could mark them off 

With pigeons climbing up the court- 
house stairs. 


If I were in a garden in the spring 
I could pray with petals of a rose, 
Smoothing Paters with the silk of red 
And white for Aves at the evening's 


close. 


Though I were in a forest stark and 
bare 
I still could mark the trees for singing 
bars, 
If in a desert with my eyes aloft 
1 could count my Aves on the stars. 


Anne Tansey 
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comic books which might be termed 
unobjectionable for children. There 
are some Catholic available 
—there are some educational comics 
also. Yet these are finding the going 
very rough. It is the old and sad 
story. The good and decent ones 
can’t make enough to keep going. 
The others .. . 


What 


comics 


can be done? It is a too- 
glib, too-easy-way-out answer to 
blame parents, fashionable though 
this may be. As any parent knows 
it is physically impossible to know 
what children are doing every mo- 
ment of the day. In this case it is 
particularly hard because the comics 
are passed from one to another at 


ONE 


they 
almost 


soda fountains 


school, in the 


are lying in easy reach at 


every turn barber shops, hospital 
wards, doc tors waiting rooms, where - 
ever children 

The 
nity-wide action 
of work. It 


it means 


congregate 


only real answer 1S 


his 


commu- 
means a lot 
committees and 
facts. A boy- 
cott of some poor news dealer caught 
that the 
books on him is not the answer. The 
to “Why?” may 
community but more likely it 
higher up and farther away— 
the distributors, the police, the law- 
makers. Nothing district at- 
torney to remember law enforcement 
like an aroused and organized com- 
munity group. 

The schools boards, both catholic 
and public, should be made aware 
of the interest in this subject. Too 
many of them, with all of their other 
qualifications, are too darned naive 
about what may be going on. A 
campaign to stamp out this evil must 
have some of its roots in the school. 


means 
for 


digging 


in a vicious system forces 
answer 
the 


goes 


be found in 


gets a 


The children themselves must be 
educated to the danger and unde- 
sirability of such comics. And cer- 


tainly some dimes and dollars should 
go toward the purchase of the few 
decent comics. Must it always be that 
the good and decent is synonymous 
with financial failure and loss where- 
as the other type whether it be a 


book or a movie or a comic book 
always makes a fortune? 
There is one sure way of arous- 


ing community action. Not by words. 
Not even by articles such as this. Just 
take some folks with you on a tour 
of the city. Stop here and there and 
buy a few comic books—try that place 
near the church, and near the school. 
Buy at random the dozens 
of titles available there. And then 
after you read them, if you are not 
ill. think that your children and the 
other children in the neighborhood 
are being urged to buy these self 
same comics. 

Some experts who have not been 
bribed by the industry 
nificant parallel between the rising 
tide of pre-teen crime and the ever 
increasing circulation of crime and 
horror comics. The time has surely 
come for the average parent to make 
his weight felt since the groups whom 


among 


see a_ sig- 


he trusted to do it for him neglected 
it. It is difficult to imagine a more 
immediate and dangerous threat to 
American children today than_ this 
literature which, though one of those 
oddities of our language, hides under 


the title “comic.” 
A much better word would be 
“tragic.” 7 


b y 


LYNN ALEXANDER 


3287 So. Lafayette St., Englewood, Colo. 


Ocroser is one of my favorite 
months. The crisp tangy scent of 
autumn is in the air. The leaves are 
such a gay patchwork quilt of na- 
ture’s finest easel. And there is an 
atmosphere of tense excitement as the 
neighborhood footballs soar through 
the air and the shrill cry of even 
the youngest members of the family 
calling signals and weaving through 
shiny helmets toward their goals! 
But October is more than woody 
scents and bright coiors, wild ducks 
flying overhead, new helmets and 
scarred footballs. October is the month 
in which we celebrate the Feast Day 
of the Guardian Angels. That’s im- 


portant to me because I feel that 
my Guardian Angel should come in 
for a whale of a lot more recogni- 


tion than he does! He has a tough 
job and he does it well. And so sel- 
dom do I pause, except during this 
month, to murmur a word of thanks. 

For a long while, angels were 
kinda fuzzy things in my mind. When 
I thought about angels at all (which 
was rare except at Christmastime), 
I thought about the big blow-up in 
heaven. I wondered how anything 
which had been so close to God 
could possible disobey Him. I re- 
membered how those who failed the 
Great Exam were banished to hell 
and somewhere in the catechism I 
learned by rote “For if God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but de- 
livered them, drawn down by _in- 
fernal ropes to the lower hell, unto 
torments, to be reserved unto judge- 
es 

They were crazy mixed-up kids, 
to be sure—angels or no. 

But all in all, angels were sort of 
like pink cotton candy, made of a 





substance too ethereal to materialize 
Much in anyone's life. Granted there 
were such things! Our Lord Himself 
said so when He told His disciples 
“See that you despise not one of 
these little ones: for I say to you 
that their angels in heaven always 
see the face of my Father who is 
in heaven.” So...they were there. 
But so are planets beyond this earth 
about which we know little... as 
long as they stay put, they're not 
likely to interfere in our lives. 

I’m not sure when I began to dis- 
that angels do not stay put. 
It may have been during the Span- 
ish exam in college when I was pray- 
ing like fury that my lack of know]l- 
edge in the wouldn't keep 
me from being graduated. Or it may 
have been in the blinding snowstorm 
near Tombstone, Arizona when the 
car kept sliding perilously across the 
road. And it may have been the 
times without number when our 
daughter, Nita, as a child, narrowly 
escaped danger by the scant margin 
of an angel's breath. But whenever 
it was, I began to realize that there 
are angels—both good and bad—tak- 
ing an active part in our lives! 

The results of their actions, 
I could That was visible evi- 
dence. Evidence which no human 
being had accomplished. That much 
was clear. But what were angels, 
really? Did they have big wings that 
flapped noiselessly in the air like 
they are generally depicted in paint- 
ings? Did they have emotions like 
man? Intelligence to act on their own 

.or were they more like puppets 
guided by a Heavenly Cord of su- 
perior knowledge? 

Angels, I learned, are 


cover 


course 


end 


see. 


spiritual 


THAT 


beings superior to man Well 


that 


was pretty plain! My Guardian An- 
gel had yanked me out of many a 
circumstance when man-made power 
was at a_ loss! They have _intelli- 
gence, free will, and great power. 
Like man, their primary purpose is 
to know God, to love God, and to 
serve Him. They have three major 
duties They serve as Messengers, 
they guard men, and they pray for 


us. While they have 


assume material 


been known to 
bodies, it’s not a 


necessary factor in their work. 
When God created the angels, He 
gave them a lot of knowledge. An- 
gelic knowledge is instant and in- 
tuitive. They know past events and 
future events. What they do not 


know ahead of time are the events 
which depend upon free will. They 
cannot directly control the intellect 
or will of man... but their influence 
can be a strong determining factor. 
The good angels, of course, inspire 
us to follow the will of God. The 
bad angels, fallen from heaven after 
their disobedience, are still mighty 
powerful and are continually waging 
a battle with God through us. 

That each of us has been given 
a Guardian Angel is told in Psalm 
90:11 in the Holy Scriptures: “For 
He hath given His angels charge 
over thee; to keep thee in all thy 
ways. In their hands they shall bear 
thee up: lest thou dash thy foot 
stone.” You know, that’s a 

Birth-day present 

to think of it, teens! 
An angel all my own! An angel whose 
chief duty—and love—is to protect 
me from danger, to inspire me_ to 
virtue, and to guard me in all ways! 
Who could ask for more? 

But mortals that we are, 
sometimes we dismiss (or rather, try 
to!) our Guardian Angels with a flick 
of the finger. He’s a fellow that we 


against a 
pretty _ terrific 
when you come 


mere 


can't see, or reach out and _ touch, 
or carry on a_ two-sided conversa- 
tion with...he’s beyond our five 
senses. So... material-minded as we 
have become, we minimize his im- 
portance or try to ignore him al- 


together! What a mistake! Who but 
man would turn his back on the 
Heavenly Gift of an Angel for his 
very own? 

Perhaps no time in life are we 
more in need of our Guardian An- 
gels than during our teens. There 
are so many decisions to be made 
when heavenly counsel would bring 
a big lift. There are so many new 
fields to explore, 
amine, and 


interests to ex- 
challenges to be met 
with patience and wisdom. More than 
ever we need the prayers of these 
Angels of ours (Cont. on page 22) 
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NO KING BUT CHRIST 

page 10) of feasts the 
Church also sings of Christ as King 
of the angels, of the apostles, of the 


(From lesser 


martyrs, of confessors, and of virgins 
Thus the Church joyously proclaims 
and honors Christ as King, the rulet 
of the universe, the Sovereign of the 


hearts and souls of men. St. Anthony 


of Padua, the latest doctor of the 
Church, assures us: “Behold thy king 
He is for thy benefit. He comes 
through meekness to be love, not 
through power to be feared.. 
Jesus Christ is the man-king; man 
in His humanity, king in His di 


vinity; man in His birth, king in His 
Passion in which He has the adorn 


ments of a king—a crown, a purple 
robe, and a scepter.’ 

The special feast of Christ the 
King, established by Pope Pius XI 


in 1925, for the last Sunday of Octo- 
ber emphasizes in a special way the 
position of Christ in the affairs of 
men. It was a reaction against the 
spirit of independence running ram- 
pant in the world and it affirmed 
these points of the Church’s teach- 
ing: (1) The right of Christ to rule 
all nations; (2) The right of the 
Church to teach men, to make laws, 
and to rule peoples so as to 
procure their eternal salvation; 
To protest against the modern ten 
dency of placing the religion of Christ 
on an equal footing with false re- 


over 


(3) 


ligions; (4) To protest against the 
attempts of the state to place the 
true religion under civil authority 


(5) To protest the setting 
up of a natural religion in the place 
of divine religion; and (6) To con 
demn all impiety and neglect of God. 


against 


The Pope went on to say that 
“Christ must reign in our minds 
which must assent firmly and sub- 
missively to all revealed truths and 


to all Christ’s teaching. He must reign 


in our wills which should bow in 
obedience to God’s laws and_ pre 
cents. He must reign in our hearts 
which turning aside from all natural 
desires, should love God above all 
things and cling to Him alone. He 
must reign in our bodies and mem 
bers which should serve as instru 


ments of the soul’s sanctification, o 


to use St. Paul’s words, ‘as instru 
ments of justice unto God.” (Rom. 
6:13) 


Thus the feast of Christ the King 
should be a day of special prayer, 
to thank God for the priceless gift 
of faith, to beg the 
obedience and of love, and to re- 
new the pledge to Christ as ruling 
each one completely. Since Christ 
is King He must rule over us, in us, 


for spirit of 
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and through us. Like Francis of Assisi 


each person can say with joy: “I am 
a herald of the great king!” 

Since Christ the King is still un 
popular with so many men, as He 
was when the Jews cried tor His 
death and Pilate asked dubiously if 
He were a King, those who ack 
nowledge His rights over them should 
work and pray for the extension of 
His kingdom. It is particularly fitting 
to pray tor the “unity of all men 
in Christ” on the feast of the king 
ship of Christ fon this day, the last 
Sunday of October, is usually ob 


the 
world as Reformation Day. It is neces- 
sary 


served throughout Protestant 
for men to show their lovalty to 
Christ the King by prayer, sacrifice, 


and even suffering that the reign of 


the Son cof God may be widened 
upon the earth. With the  nobie 
American bishop, Francis X. Ford, 
who died for the faith in China, 
we too may pray 

Grant us, O Lord, to be the door 
step by which the multitudes may 
come to worship Thee. And if, in 
the saving of their souls, we are 
ground under foot and spat upon 
and worn out, we shall have be- 


come the King’s pathway... . 

Men need Christ the King, though 
they reject the idea of an earthly 
king. They need His love, 
His grace in order to gain 
into the that He has es 
tablished them. They need Him 
in their daily lives, in their business, 
in their homes, in all that they do. 
It is the duty of all loyal subjects 
of the King to labor and to pray for 
the daily that 
ind universal kingdom, a kingdom 
of truth and life; a kingdom of holi- 
ness and grace, a kingdom of justice, 


love and peace.” (Preface of Mass) tT 


His law, 
entrance 
empire 
for 


expansion of “eternal 





GRAYMOOR ANNALS 
page 13) 
postulant who is a vocation from a 
Maryknoll parish near Kyoto. We ex- 
pect to receive two more in Septem 


ber for the priesthood and ask your 


(From There is also one 


prayers for their perseverance and 
ilso for a steady increase in voca- 
tions. 

“Bro. Kieran and two of the sem- 


inarians are at present climbing Mt. 
Fuji and should return this evening. 
As usual they will probably arrive dog 
tired and few 
cuperate but they'll all 
wonderful. 

“Fr. now stationed at 
Fr. Eric’s church in Kawasaki. We 
don’t see much of either of them but 
hear that things are buzzing up 
around that way. 

“Fr. Alphonsus reports that the sem- 


need a days to re- 


say it was 


Didacus is 


ONE 


the diocese of 
spending their sum- 
vacation at his place in Gora. 
Must be pretty lively with 12 or 13 


of them around the place. The sum- 


inarians (major) for 


Yokohama are 


met 


mer parish retreats at Gora have not 
yet but will start the real 
hot weather is a good time to get to 


the 


soon as 


mountains. 
“Fr. Valentine 2 
parishioners are “camping” in Fr. Hy 
acinth’s parish. They're doing it the 


and a gang of 25 


easy way, sleeping at the church 
and making their excursions and 
hikes from there. Very sensible and 
Fr. Val agrees wholeheartedly. 


“Fr. Damian has done a little minor 
repairing or I should say enlarging at 
his church in Shinkovasu. He en- 
larged his catechism room and library 
by knocking out a small room which 
he used as a bedroom. Now the hall 
is a third larger and gives the people 
a chance to move around. There has 
iso been some painting done and 
the place looks pretty snappy. 

“Fr. Joseph was on the committee 
again this year for the arranging of 
a Forum for catechists mostly Sisters 
which lasted four days and was de- 
voted to new and modern methods of 
teaching religion and to striving for 
closer cooperation between the par- 
ish and the Catholic school. All re- 
ports seem to indicate a 

“Fr. Peter is still being besieged 
with requests for retreats, talks and 
sermons and has his wall plastered 
with letters which mark a talk here 
or a sermon there. He has just com- 
pleted the 
Prayers of into 


success. 


translating Common 
the S.A. Japanese 
and the Japanese version will soon 


be used here at the house since 
even now the Japanese postulants 
outnumber the American Friars. Fr. 


Paul will be very happy to hear our 
own special prayers going up to the 


heavenly throne in exotic Japanese, 
something which he probably has 
prayed for a long time.” t 





TEEN TOPICS 

(From page 21) and the loving pro 
tection which they offer. And 
some of us feel that we 
have outgrown our childhood prayer 
to our Guardian Angel, it might be 
this month to that ac- 
quaintanceship. 


while 
perhaps 


wise renew 


Remember the prayer? “Angel of 


God, my Guardian dear, to whom 
His love commits me here, Ever this 
day be at my side, To light and 


guard, to rule and guide.” 
You know, teens, when you really 


think about it .. . it’s a mighty wealthy 
fellow who has an angel all his 
own... isn’t it? T 


= 
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The Passing of the Passenger pigeon 
—Here where I live, there is a song 
across the sky again, the fascinating 
flight of birds across the moon. The 
migrants that reared their young in 
the lonely Arctic are going back. Their 
flight brings many memories. Also, it 
serves to remind us that we are but 
the custodians of this God-given wild- 
life. It is ours to preserve. We should 
take better care of it fore 
fathers did. It me, their 
greatest tragedy in this respect was 
permitting the extinction of the lovely 
passenger pigeon. 
few 


than ow 


seems to 


There are people living to 
day who can remember the passen 
ger pigeon. Yet less than a hun 
dred years ago, their clouds black 
ened the face of the sun. March was 
a great “migration” month, but the 
pigeon’s numbers were so vast that 
they were plentiful from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Arctic. Today, 
are only a few stuffed 
in museums. From those, from frail 
and now-precious egg-shells, from 
the historic and personal memoirs of 
earlier Americans, we can recon- 
struct the story in full and _ taste 
again the tragic romance behind the 
passing of the passenger pigeon. 

Most authorities believe it was the 
finest pigeon the world has ever 
seen. Its size was about the same as 
that of our common barnyard pigeon, 
but its body was longer and it had a 
longer and more pointed tail. Ac- 
tually, it closely resembled the 
mourning dove, but was much. lar- 
ger. Its color was bluish. The breast 
of the male was redder, and the 
underbody of the female was lighter 
than that of the female mourning 
dove. 

The eggs were similar in size to a 
prairie chicken’s (actually about 1.47 
by 1.02 inches) and a pure glossy 
white in color. The nest was always 
in a wooded upland or swamp; and 


there 
specimens 


Mister Outdoors ~~ 
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hardwood trees 
site. For 14 


the one or 


were preferred as a 


both 


two eggs till the bird or 


days birds sat on 


pair of yvoung hatched. There were 
two broods raised yearly. Like a few 
other higher forms of our birdlife, 
the passengel pigeons were monog 
amous. They mated once only, lived 
in strict lovalty to each other, and 
when one died or was killed, the 
other finished the journey alone 
rhere is evidence to suggest too, 
that the passenger pigeons like the 


Canada Geese) possessed deep emo- 
bitterly 
the young. 

America found the 
in “inered 
birds 


tions and mourned over the 


loss of a mate on 

Early settlers to 
passenger pigeon present 
The 


very social, congregating in enormous 


ible abundance.” were 
roosts in the and groves. 
Early flocks SO 
so great that “they broke down the 
trees in the wood where they rested 
for the night.” Virginian settlers found 
“beyond numbers _ in 
imagination.” Even as late as 1860, ob- 
servers recorded a flight of pigeons 
three miles in width. For three solid 
days, this migration flight darkened 
the sun. Audubon and Wilson, world 
names where birds are concerned, 
recorded instances of observing 
flights of more than 2,000,000,000 
pigeons passing in a single flock. 
They were travelling sixty miles an 
hour, and these ornithologists de- 
clared the sun was literally dark- 
ened “as by an eclipse.” 

Apparently the passenger pigeons 
provided the most spectacular drama 
in the whole wildlife world then, for 
their flights were not so much sea- 
sonal as they were undertaken in 
search of food (nuts, grain, berries 


swamps 


historians describe 


the pigeons 


and insects). The birds were unrival- 


led speedsters of the air, flying 
swiftly from zone to zone without 
resting, and the great spectacles 


stopped traffic in cities and brought 


the weary farm laborers out of the 
jarm buildings in awe The roar of 
their wings was described as “unto 
that of a hurricane probably it re- 
sembled that of our jet planes passing 
high in the stratosphere. Since nesting 
site lone frequently covered 100,- 
000 to 150.000 acres, with as many 
is 50 nests in a single tree, it is easy 
to understand the sudden “migration” 
in search otf food 

How could this bird have vanished 
to the last individual? Incredible? It 
seems so to us today. Yet vesterday 


as wildlife age Is reckoned 
thought of 


morrow Phe 


no one 
conservation or of the 

slaughter of the 
senger pigeon has neve ! bee n¢ qualled 


pas- 
in wildfow] history 

At nesting time, clubs 
used to kill the 
birds. They netted by 
4 thousands. A “flight” sent 
including women and _ children, 
to hilltops and vantage points, where 


sticks 


screaming 


and 
were 


wert the tens 


every- 


they used guns, poles, nets and every 
knock down 
“stratas” of 


conceivable object to 


the vast multitudes and 
The air was always 
so filled with flying wings that no one 
bird fall. After the great 
the hunters took what 
find. The wounded, the 


unheeded. Sometimes in 


winging birds. 


ever saw a 
flocks 


they 


passing, 
could 
lost, were 
farming settlements, the people lived 
on nothing but the meat of the pas 
long as 11] 
weeks after a flock had passed. 
The spring of 1865 was a fatal one 


senger pigeon for as 


for the lordly passenger pigeon. The 
pigeons went north in March to scour 
the great beach and oak forests that 
lay from Pennsylvania to Ontario, for 
nuts and acorns. Then a terrific snow- 
storm from the north sent the pig- 
eons back by the millions. On both 
trips, every gun and net in the coun 
tryside was called into use. 

Benjamin Machamer, a hunter of 
Shamokin district, Northumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, has left a per- 
sonal record of that year. Benjamin 
and his son got out stool pigeons 
(captive birds used as decoys), nets 
and “other paraphernalia” (including 
lime, probably, which held the birds 
like glue when they lighted on it). 
First they could hear “the wings’— 
minutes before the sky darkened and 
the pigeons were approaching, “not 
by the hundreds of thousands, but 
as an avalanche.” 

Within the birds had 
piled into the ropes and nets to such 
an extent that Machamer could not 
spring the nets: there were so many 
birds that the trap would not fune- 
tion. 


moments, 


“It seemed that everything had 
turned into pi- (Cont. on page 24) 
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Consult your newspaper 
for station and time in 
your locality or write to 
Father Director, Ave Maria 
Hour, Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 
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(From page 23) geons,” he records. 
‘The heavens and the earth alike were 
turned into slate blue. But a change 
came. With the roar of a cyclone, 
they were off again to the South- 
ward.” 

Machamer readjusted his nets, for 
already another cloud was _ ap- 
proaching—one more suitable for net- 
ting, for it looked like only a few 
thousand birds. But this was only the 
advance guard of the main body! 

At their approach, the decoy birds 
flapped their wings. The keen-eyed 
scouts of the sky saw them and 
swooped down, the whole heavenly 
mass literally on top of them. Mach- 
amer, realizing he would be foiled 
again, shouted to his son to help him 
pull the ropes before too many got 
in. Even then, the catch was too 
great. “The struggling birds lifted the 
net in many places, and scores made 
their escape.” The captive birds were 
slaughtered, carried back into the 
brush-house, and the net re-set for 
another great flight. 

Only a few detached flocks ap- 
peared, however, during the rest of 
the day. By actual count, Machamer 
records, “1125 birds were taken.” 

Other hunters—perhaps thousands 
of others—did as well if not better. 
We have records of William Kaker, 
a neighbor of Mr. Machamer, cap- 
turing all he could keep in live im- 
prisonment, to be sold to shooting 
galleries for $1.00 a dozen. On the 
prairies that year, whole wagonloads 
were slaughtered in a single after- 
noon. 

Machamer records some of his 
later, and last, kills. On one occasion, 
he killed 32 passenger pigeons in 
two shots from an 18-gauge shotgun. 
In one day, he shot 24 “with a small 
straight cut rifle, using shot. They 
were feeding on sassafras berries.” 

Again: “I saw an enormous flight 
in April, 1876. In 1879, during Ap- 
ril, there was a flight on. I killed 11 
at one shot. A neighbor, John E. 
Rathburn, killed 52 in two shots, 
using a 10-gauge shotgun. Lewis C. 
Sober killed more than 50 birds in 
an hour and a half.” 

But the end was coming. In the 
fall of 1869, Machamer went along 
with his father on a hunting trip 
“into the wilds of Potter County. I 
was not long noting that a great deal 
of timber was broken down. The 
limbs were broken from trees and a 
general mutilation prevailed over a 
large extent of woods. 

““Why, father!’ I exclaimed, ‘there 
must have been a (Cont. on page 26) 


Ir BEHOOVES A PREACHER,” said St 
Anthony, “to lead on earth a heav 
enly life, in keeping with the truths 
he is charged to announce to the 
people. His conversation should only 
be concerning holy things; and his 
endeavors must tend to but one end 
—the salvation of souls. It is his duty 


to raise up the fallen, to console 


them that weep, to distribute the 
treasures of divine grace as_ the 
clouds send down their refreshing 
showers. And all this he must do 


with perfect humility and absolute 
disinterestedness. Prayer must be his 
chief delight. The remembrance of 
the bitter Passion of Christ must ever 
accompany him, whether in joy or 
adversity. If he acts in this way, the 
word of God, the word of peace 
and life, of grace and truth, will 
descend upon and flood him with its 
dazzling light.” 
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BRIVE IN FRANCE is the place of 
pilgrimage for many who wish to 
honor St. Anthony. At Vaucluse it 
has been the custom to call upon 
him for a plentiful harvest. In an 
old prayerbook we find this bless- 
ing used in the diocese of Apt 
“Bless, O Lord! this seed, and 
through the merits of our blessed 
father, St. Anthony, deign to multi- 
ply it and cause it to bring forth 
fruit a hundredfold; and preserve 
it from lightning and tempest. Who 
livest and reignest forever and ever. 
Amen.” 
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ONE DAY KNEELING at the tomb of 
the first Franciscan martyrs whose 
bodies had been buried in the mon- 
astery at Santa Cruz, where St. An- 
thony was a young priest, the saint 
prayed for martyrdom: “O that the 
Most High would grant me to be 
associated with them in their suf- 
ferings! That to me also it were 
given to be persecuted for the faith 
—to bare my neck to the execution- 
ers!” But the martyr’s palm was not 
to be his. He went to Morocco in 
search of his dream, but fever at- 
tacked his body for months. Reluc- 
tantly he started back for Portugal, 
but never reached there. 


7 7 if 7 


IN THE OLD BOOK this 
prayer used for invoking a_ blessing 
upon a child (it seems that a meas- 
ure of grain—the weight of the child 
was given to the poor). “We humbly 
beseech Thy clemency O Lord Jesus 
Christ, through the merits and prayers 
of our most glorious father St. An- 
thony, that Thou wouldst deign to 


SAME was 


yp 





ill—fits, 
epidemic, fever, and death—this Thy 
servant who, in Thy name and in 
honor of our blessed father, St. An- 
thony, we place in this balance with 
wheat, the weight of his body, for 


preserve from all plague, 


the comfort of the poor sick who 
suffer in this hospital. Deign to give 
him length of days, and permit him 
to attain the evening of life; and, 
by the merits and prayers of the 
saint we invoke, grant him a_por- 
tion in Thy holy and eternal inher- 
itance, guarding and preserving him 


from all his ememies. Who _livest 
and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost world without end. 


Amen.” (Stoddard, 159-60) 
es * 2 


The Times of St. Anthony. An old 
Franciscan chronicle relates the fol- 
lowing story of conditions in Italy 
in the early part of the 13th cen- 
tury, during the lifetime of St. An- 
thony. “Italy was all overturned and 
filled with confusion by all the other 
nations, who came in to blooden 
their barbarous swords in her body; 
invited to do so by the Italians 
themselves, who called them in to 
take part in their feuds, and who 
were all to be their prey. Thus very 
soon there not only failed among 
them those gentle manners which 
used to make the Italians like to 
angels upon earth, and placed them 
above all in courtesy and charity; 
but there died away also in them 
that blessed faith, for the love of 
which they had renounced the em- 
pire of the world, placing their necks 
under the most sweet yoke of Christ 
and of His Holy Roman Catholic 
Church. And as it often happens 
that people take customs from the 
company they keep, even the Ital- 
ians drank of that horrible chalice 


t.Anthonn’s Feet 


of heresy and abomination; and ow- 
ing to license of life, which was then 
at its highest heretics began 
to multiply in that land.” 


point, 
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To A NOBLE LADY who asked for his 
prayers, Anthony said: “Be of good 
heart, my daughter, and rejoice; for 
the Lord will give you a son who 
will shed luster upon the Church as 
a Friar Minor and martyr.” And the 
promise was fulfilled. 


7 7 7 7 


BL. LUKE BELLUDI, companion and 
devoted follower of St. Anthony, lies 
buried near the saint in the shrine 
of Padua. Bl. Luke had received the 
habit from St. Francis himself; he 
was noted as an eloquent preacher. 


7 7 7 LA 


CAESARE CANTU in his work, “Uni- 
versal History,” says: “At the head 
of the peace-makers we must place 
St. Francis of Assisi and his disciple, 
St. Anthony of Padua.” 

7 7 7 7 


Sr. ANTHONY was born on the feast 
of the Assumption of Our Blessed 
Lady, he was baptized in a church 
dedicated to her, he loved her his 
whole life, preaching glorious ser- 
mons about her, and he died sing- 
ing his favorite hymn in her honor. 
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Prayer to St. Anthony for a Happy 
Death. O blessed St. Anthony, who 
already on the day of thy happy 
death didst enter into heavenly 
glory, look down upon me from thy 


celestial throne, and obtain for me 
the grace of a happy and_ holy 
death. 


Kindly take care of that concern 
which prompted me to perform this 
devotion in thy honor. Hear me, holy 
Wonder-Worker of Padua! Obtain 
for me by thy powerful intercession 
the favor I so fervently ask. May 
the holy will of God, however be 
done in all things! To prove myself 
more worthy of being heard I re- 
solve with thy assistance, during the 
coming week to practice devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and here- 
after faithfully to keep all the reso- 
lutions I have made on these nine 
Tuesdays for the honor and glory of 
thy and my dearly beloved Lord and 
Saviour, who livest and reignest, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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a worthy boy so that he 
can reach the Altar of God 






Co-cperate 
in the Missionary work 
of the Graymoor Friars 


Partteipate 






in God's Holy work for 
the Salvation of Souls 





You CAN satisfy the charity 
burning in your heart to do all 
of these things. Perhaps, in 
justice to yourself, you feel that 
you cannot do them right now. 
But by remembering the Gray- 
moor Friars in your will you 
| ean accomplish all this and 
share in the rewards promised 
by Christ. Keep alive the Chris- 
tian tradition of real charity by 
sharing something with Christ, 

| Our Blessed Lord and Saviour f 
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AWeres Hou; 
Merely insert in your will: | give, devise, and 


bequeath to the Friars of the Atonement, Inc., 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum of $ 
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MR. OUTDOORS 


From page 24) terrible storm up 


here not long ago; just look at the 
trees!’ 

“Father smiled and said: “Why, 
boy, this was a pigeon roost.’ 

“He killed his last Pigeons in Sep- 
tember, 1889, while squirrel hunt- 
ing. There were only two birds—a 
male and female. These were the 
last he ever saw 

And that, for the most part, was 
the last anyone ever saw of the once- 
great flocks that “darkened the sun.” 
The last lonely captive died in a 
Boston zoo in 1915. t 





THE WORLD, THE POPE 

AND MR. GREEN 

(From page 15) scratched out of 
his rocky hillsides by the even scant- 
ier earnings doled out for six months 
of teaching by a penurious board of 
education 

The forty-odd tow-headed _hill- 
billies In his charge were roughly 
separated as to grades, although not 
much point was made of it; and we 
studied whatever books we_ hap- 
pened to have inherited from older 
brothers and _ sisters, who had 
reached their limit of saturation or 
endurance under Mr. Green and 
had gone on to more abundant 
founts of knowledge or had married 
and rented a crop. Nobody ever 
graduated from our school. 

As a first-grader, I was scared to 
death of Mr. Green. After that, I 
only detested him, and my only ex- 
cuse for this uncharitable attitude is 
that he richly deserved it. In the 
schoolroom, he was the meanest man 
in the world, or at least his pupils 
thought so; although outside, at 
meeting on Sunday, or at his house 
if you happened to be sent there 
on some errand, he was as nice and 
clever as anybody else. But at 
school, in time of books, he perched 
on the raised platform in the front 
of the room like a hawk above a 
chicken roost, and just as ready to 
pounce. Twenty years later, I was 
certain I still had scars on my back 
from the hickory stick he beat me 
with, but my wife couldn't find any 
when I got her to look. 

I wouldn't have it thought that I 
hold any personal animosity toward 
Mr. Green at this late day. I think 
now he simply believed a_ teacher 
had to be tyrannical to keep a school 
at all, and that he chastised us 
threugh a sense of duty. But his 
motio was to strike first and investi- 
gate later, if at all; and I bore many 
an unjust stripe which rankled in 
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THE WORLD, THE POPE 

AND MR. GREEN 

my bosom almost as much as tliey 
stung underneath my overalls. 

Complaints at home did no good 
at all, my father taking the philo 
sophic position that the whippings 
I didn't deserve would, in the econ 
omy of justice, supply for the ones 
I needed but didn’t get; so I sim- 
mered silently and laid all sorts of 
impractical plans for getting even 
with Mr. Green 

Among Mr. Green's numerous pe- 
culiarities were two obsessions, neither 
of which was notable for that time 
and place, but having a bearing on 
my story. These were that the world 
is flat and that the Pope was the 
anti-Christ. If anybody considers it 
odd that a man with such ideas 
could have been a_ schoolteacher, 
that person didn’t live in the Geor 
gia mountains half a century ago. 
The religious culture was the extreme 
fundamentalism of the Hardshell 
Baptists, and the preacher was the 
chairman of the board of trustees. 
Teachers for our school were there 
fore carefully screened to make sure 
of their Copernican leanings and 
anti-papal sentiments, and Mr. Green 
held his position by virtue of his 
views and not in spite of them. 

Possibly through an excess of con- 
viction on these two points, or per- 
haps through a natural desire to 
stay on the good side of the trustees 
who hired him, Mr. Green revised 
his geography and history even more 
assiduously than was probably re- 
quired by the circumstances. To 
me, of course, all this was of no 
practical import. As for the earth’s 
shape, anybody could see it was 
flat anyhow; and, since the nearest 
Catholic was a hundred miles away, 
the character of the Pope was of 
only academic interest. But I sensed 
the importance Mr. Green attached 
to his local orthodoxy, and because 
anything he was opposed to had 
some merit in my eyes for that very 
reason, I began secretly to question 
both the flatness of the earth and 
the Pope’s evil intentions. 

I could hardly have been said to 
have any plan at first to use Mr. 
Green’s prejudices against him, but 
I took considerable private pleasure 
in thinking up arguments to refute 
him. It is perhaps just as well that 
these arguments now escape me, for 
I doubt seriously that either theo- 
logian or geographer could find in 
them anything original. It is also just 
as well that I kept them to myself, 
for the sake of my own skin. 

But I knew that (Cont. on page 30) 








Graymoor’s Jeep Steals the Show! 


another JEEP on de way 
‘GRAYMOOR-/N-JAPAN “ 
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Brother Casimir drives China’s Cardinal Tien in the Graymoor Jeep 


Graymoor’s “JEEP FOR JAPAN” 
stole the show at the 16th National 
Convention of the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade at the University of 
Notre Dame, August 26-29 

An important part of the four-day 
convention was the Mission Exhibit 
where nearly sixty exhibit booths 
representing the home and foreign 
mission fields, were set up in the 
university's vast gymnasium. Gray- 
moor’s exhibit was a brand new Jeep 
The Jeep captured the attention of 
the 4,000 delegates who came from 
all over the country for this great 
convention, 

The Graymoor Friars already have 
one Jeep in Japan. Early this sum- 
mer we bought another Jeep which 
will be shipped to our mission terri- 
tory in Japan shortly. When Fr 
Alcuin Egan, S.A., our Director 
of Public Relations, was preparing 
for Graymoor’s participation in th 
C.S.M.C. convention, he thought it 
would be a good idea to drive our 
new Jeep out to Notre Dam and 
make it our exhibit. But the more 
he thought of the long, bouncy Jeep 
ride from Graymoor to Notre Dame 
and back again, the mor lmprac- 
tical the idea became 

In his public relations work Fr. 
Alcuin has made many contacts with 
advertising people in New York City. 
So, through a friend at Young & 
Rubicam, Inc., he got in touch with 
Mr. Steve Mudge, vice-president of 
Ewell & Thurber Associates, the 
agency that handles the advertising 
for Willys Motors, makers of the 
Jeep. 

Fr. Alcuin phoned Mr. Mudge at 
his White Plains, N.Y. office one af- 
ternoon. He explained to Mr. Mudge 
that he wanted a new Jeep for the 
Notre Dame convention, that he was 
reluctant to drive our Jeep that great 
distance, and he asked for the loan 
of a new Jeep to take the place of 
ours. It turned out that Mr. Mudge 
was flying to the Jeep factory in 


Toledo, Ohio, that afternoon. He 
promised to take up the matter out 
there and let Father know the results 
in a few days. Two days after his 
phone call to Mr. Mudge, Father 
got his answer. A new Jeep would 
be delivered to him at Notre Dame 
direct from the factory through the 
kindness of Mr. Leo Finn, Willys’ 
Detroit zone district manager. 

Brother Casimir Krecezmer, 
who recently returned from “Gray 
moor-in-Japan” to spend a_ few 
months in this country, went out to 
Notre Dame and gave Fr. Alcuin in- 
valuable assistance at the convention. 
They took turns driving people to 
and from meals. Notre Dame campus 
is immense. It is nearly a mile from 
the exhibit area in the gym to the 
cafeteria. Our two friar delegates 
didn’t want to walk, so they made a 
generous offer. They attached a 
large sign to the front of their Jeep: 
“Ride to meals in our Jeep! The 
names of two lucky delegates will be 
drawn each day at 11:30 and at 4:30 
for free ride to meals!” 

This offer won the hearts of all 
at the convention. His Eminence 
Thomas Cardinal Tien, China’s first 
Cardinal and the principal member 
of the Catholic clergy of China who 
have been exiled from their native 
land, got a ride. So did Bishop Ray- 
mond A. Lane, Superior General of 
Maryknoll, as well as many priests 
and sisters. Most of the rides went 
to the boys and girls. Though they 
had the energy to walk, they pre- 
ferred the thrill of a ride in a Jeep 
driven by “Fr. Jeep” or “Bro. Jeep,” 
his brown habit flying in the breeze. 

The Graymoor Jeep was well pho- 
tographed. At one time there were 
six student groups lined up waiting 
for their turn to have their picture 
taken in the Jeep for their school 
paper or year book. Those who at- 
tended the C.S.M.C. convention will 
long remember the novel touch of 
the Graymoor Friar’s exhibit. - 
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BY LLOYD DERRICKSON 


Too MANY PEOPLE in our time are giving them- 
selves to weeping and lamentation, convinced the 
world is hateful and cheerless. The imminence of 
death via Atomic weapons, the Communist threat, 
burdensome taxation, rising living costs, have made 
anxiety of mind a plague of almost every household. 
This “dolorosa” of the mind hugs us like a con- 
stricting mental straightjacket, wringing from our 
souls the hope apportioned us. And yet, why should 
we be so disquieted? Who has everything according 
to his willP None. Then is there no way out? Yes. 
Love God with all your heart. St. Francis of Assisi 
was never frantic. He said of fear, “by the grace 
of God I am no faint-heart that I should fear death. 
For by the grace of the Holy Spirit, I am so made 
one with my Lord that I am equally content with 
death as with life.” 

Were these empty words? Let us see. St. Francis, 
baptized Giovanni, son of Pietro Bernardone, a 
wealthy cloth merchant of Assisi in Umbria, Italy, 
stood dressed in a coarse wool tunic with a knotted 
rope as a cincture (belt or girdle). Before him 
cringed the frightened folk of the little town of 
Gubbio. Their spokesman, a craven little man, ap- 
pealed to St. Francis: 

“A savage wolf that lives in the nearby wood 
has long terrorized the townsfolk. When this gigan- 
tic wolf grows hungry, none of us are safe. He 
enters the town, his eyes gleaming red as _ his 
slobbering gums, and partakes of his dinner in 
the form of one of our folk. From this ferocious 
beast we have no defense. Our prayers are as 
pieces of thistle in the wind. Help us, O man of 
power over fierce beasts and wicked men.” 

St. Francis went into the wood, made the sign 
of the cross, and called, “Brother Wolf, it is I, 
your brother Francis, who would reason with you. 
Come thou forward, Brother Wolf.” 

Perhaps animals never talked to St. Francis. But 
there is documentary proof that Francis talked 
to them, and that they understood him. Direct com- 
munication with animals was a wonderful and ac- 
complished fact on the part of the Saint. 

Brother Wolf made his appearance, and St. 
Francis reasoned with him in words that must have 
run in this manner: “When hungered, Brother Wolf, 
I know you have no other recourse to maintain 
life than by eating that which you may. However, 
will you agree to no longer molest the inhabitants 
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of Gubbio, if they in turn agree to provide you 
with sufficient food?” 

Brother Wolf looked at St. Francis’ hand ex- 
tended in goodwill and pledge, and forthwith gave 
his paw in token of his agreement. 

Whereupon St. Francis returned to the towns- 
folk and told them of his pact with the wolf, and 
asked them why it was they were not equally 
concerned with the safety of their souls. “I com- 
mand you by the merit of holy obedience, all you 
that are here assembled, that none of you have 
care nor solicitude for what he shall eat nor what 
he shall drink, nor for naught necessary for the 
body, but give ye heed solely to prayer and to the 
praise of God; lay upon Him all solicitude for your 
body, for He hath special care of you.” 

And, on the following Sabbath, when he was to 
preach in the church of Gubbio, St. Francis took 
with him into the pulpit, the wolf. In chiding tones 
he asked the people how they could be so fearful 
of an animal who at best could hurt only their 
bodies, while they gave no thought to the wolf of 
sin that was destroying their souls. 

The Saint’s words had a profound effect on the 
people, and they resolved to leave off their wicked 
acts, and they repented. Thereafter the wolf lived 
in a cave near the town and walked, unharmed 
and unharming, among the people of the town, and 
was fed by them and respected the rest of his days, 
a period of two years, when finally he died of old 
age. And, in support of this story it is said that at a 
much later date a large wolf's skull was found near 
the cave on the outskirts of Gubbio, and that the 
skull was none other than that of St. Francis’s 
Brother Wolf. 

As a youth St. Francis was a_pleasure-loving 
person who by his own description was anxious for 
worldly glory. His education was meagre, inter- 
rupted by pleasure-loving pursuits. But after a long 
and serious illness, at the age of 28, he chose what 
he described as “a wife of surpassing fairness—Lady 
Poverty.” He gave up all worldly goods—to the con- 
siderable consternation of his wealthy father—and 
induced some of his young friends to do the same, 
founding the Frati Minori, variously called in 
Europe the Franciscans, Minorites, Barefooted Friars 
and Grey Friars. 

The gap in his education was, strangely enough, 
of marvellous service to him. Unversed in the subtle 
intricacies of book-learning, he (Cont. on page 30) 


St. Francis said, “! am no faint heart that | 


should fear death. By the grace of the Holy Spirit 


| am equally content with death as with life.” 








WE OF THE ANXIOUS MIND 
28) 
of simplicity which has always been 
the charm of his life. With no anxiety 
faced the great of the 


(From page retained the flower 


of mind, he 


earth with the same charming sim 
plicits that he talked to the birds 
In order to establish his Order of 
Friars Minor, now called Francis 
eans, he dared approach Pope In 
nocent III, and petitioned him for 
his sanction The Pope recognized 
in this poor Friar the man who would 
restore the Church of the Middle 
Ages ind Cave him his ble ssing 
Much later Pope Honorius IIE rati 
fied the Order. But that wasn’t un 
til 1228, five vears before Gregory 
IX canonized St. Francis, and two 
vears after his death on October 
1226. 

Meantime St. Francis had been 
doing all the wonderful divine 
things that assured him immortality 
Nothing was too much trouble for 
him, nor beneath his notice On one 
occasion he even made a special 


journey to plead with the Emperor 


of the Holy Roman Empire for the 
lives of the larks. Gilbert K. Chester- 
ton, the famous Catholic writer, com- 
mented on this: “He was quite cap- 


able of facing fifty Emperors to in- 
tercede for bird.” 

St. Francis was also, during these 
years, enjoying the friendship of a 


one 


falcon; allowing a pheasant to sleep 
in his cell; meeting a man_ taking 
doves to market to be killed for 


food, and having no money to buy 
the doves, giving his coat in exchange 
for their freedom; also, while preach- 
ing in a wood and finding his voice 
drowned out by the chattering of 
birds, admonishing them kindly: “Lit- 
tle sisters, if you have now had your 
say, it is time that I also should be 
heard.” 

Did ever such a man live before or 
after? Doesn't he out of 
our anxiety and frantic ways? A man 
capable of writing in his The Mirror 
of Perfection, “Always have I taken 
less than I needed, lest I should de 
fraud other poor folk of their portion, 
for to do the contrarv would 
been theft.” 

No wonder such a man was able to 
compose that lovely piece of religious 
poetry, Song of Creatures; nor that he 
in turn inspired Franz Liszt to com 
pose reverent, heart-throbbing music 
known throughout the world as St. 
Francis of To The 
Birds. 

More than once St. must 
have heard the siren voice of Satan 
bidding him to cease his constant 
preaching-journeying; to give over 
his arduous labors and return to the 


shame us 


have 


Assisi Preaching 


Francis 
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pleasures of his early youth. But St. 
Francis knew the life of pleasure, 


of wealth, of  self-satisfaction, was 
empty, and that the only way to 
save oneself is by saving others. 
Faced with wretchedness, suffering, 
poverty, he embraced them rather 


than fleeing or turning away in 


juetence ot iot seeing them He 
healed and bound the injuries of 
body and soul, and hearkened to the 


compassion In his heart. He not only 


preached love of his fellow-man 


he pr wcticed it he ind 
lived it. His 


sO deep and great 


well of 


sang it 


more he courage Was 
that 


it tor we 


astounding 


there still exists a 


NEW HOUSI 
This new house has no past at ¢ 
Mirth has never chimed a wall 


No grief has been here white and 


stark 

No fear has crept through halls of 
dark 

The house is like an alice n here 


In this forest atmosphe re 

And yet a courage all its own 

Emanates from brick and stone 

Its shingled roof will shelter well 

Those who enter here to dwell 

The window panes will dance with 
light 

Of sun by day and star by night 

The polished floor and ceiling beams 

Are waiting now to merge with 
dreams. 

Even the door with panelled eyes 

Will welcome in with glad surprise 

Those who come with expectancy 

To turn the future with a silver key 


Anne Tansey 
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of the “anxious mind” 

to dip into; to borrow a 
fortitude the 
left us. And, if perchance we 
we can do no better than to 
magnificent Prayer 


of this day—we 
cup of 
heritage he has 
falter, 
read 


from 


and re-read his 
of St. Francis: 
“O Lord, our Christ 
thy thy 
instruments of Thy peace; where there 
is hatred, let us 
there is injury, pardon; where there 
union; 
doubt, faith; where there is despair, 
hope; where there is darkness, light; 


may we have 


mind and spirit; make us 


sow love; where 


is discord, where there is 


and where there is sadness, joy. O 
Master, that may 
not so much seek to be consoled as 


divine grant we 
to be understood, as to 
understand; to be loved, as to love; 


to console; 


for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are par- 
doned, and it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. Amen.” = T 


ONE 


THE WORLD, THE POPE 

AND MR. GREEN 

(From page 27) on a Fri- 
day afternoon not far off the board 
of trustees would 
periodic visits to the school to check 


certain 


make one of its 


our physical facilities ind educa- 
tional soundness, and I knew that 
the preacher, Elder Simmons, al- 
wavs looked through the teacher's 
meadre boc kshelf tor iny signs ot 
heterodox, 

I ilso remembered that one ot 
sisters-in-law, who lived with my 
brother on farm close to ours, had 
i small book iong her effects which 
she had got s a child from a little 
Catholic girl she met while visiting 
i sister in Chattanooga. As I recall, 
it was a sort of primary instruction 
book in Catholic doctrine, with bright 
pictures of Our Lady, the saints, and 
the like It had not been destroved 
because of its curiosity, and | 
thought I knew where it was among 
some old books and papers in my 
brother's barn. Sure enough, when I 
looked I found it in the back of a 
shed; and I began turning over in 


my mind how I might make it serve 


my purpose. 
First, though, | 
floor of the barn and turned through 
the book for what amounted to the 
first time, for | had not been inter- 
ested in its contents when I saw it 
before. I admired the pictures very 
the text strangely 
exciting. I came on the Lord’s Praver, 
the Hail Mary, and the Act of Con- 
trition, their beauty stirred 
in a way I could not have described. 
I knew the Lord’s Prayer, but the 
others I read over and over, savoring 


lay down on the 


much, and was 


and me 


their phraseology, unti] I could re- 
peat them by heart. 

I hid the book under my coat, and 
on the Friday the trustees were due to 


visit the school I got to the building 


early and slipped the volume into 
Mr. Breen’s bookshelf, between the 
Holy Bible of 1611 and a copy of 
Fox’s Book of Martyrs. 

When the trustees put in their 
appearance, stiff and uncomfortable 


clothes, I watched 
them with delicious apprehension as 


in their Sunday 


they sniffed about the room, Mr. 
Green following anxiously in their 
wake. 


At last Elder Simmons reached the 


bookshelf, and began rubbing the 
scarred volumes with his horny 
hands. “Ah!” he said approvingly, 


“the Holy Scriptures! And the glori- 
ous book of the martyrs murdered 
by the Romanists. And this little book, 
Christian Doctrine for the Young. 
A noble subject! (Cont. on page 32) 


Rare today 

is a book like this. . . 

a biographs 

in the great tradition, 
rich in character 

and incident; 

in thought and emotion. 
It tells the 

engrossing story of 

a strongly marked man, 
of his conflicts and 

the intertwining of lives in 


the past half century. 


a 
f” sY 


\ 
\ a tet 


a 


With him, you will live 


through the birth 
of Graymoor, with its 


laughter and tears... you 


will finish his story 


with the regret that you 

too were not able 

to participate 

in the heroic struggle 

of Father Paul of Graymoor. 































A masterful portrait of 
a sensitive and imaginative 
man whose integrity and 


faith stand preserved today 


Plastic bound $150 Cloth bound $4.00 


Postage paid to anywhere in the United States and Canada 


Father Paul of Graymoor 
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THE WORLD, THE POPE 
AND MR. GREEN 
page 30) 
believe I've seen this before.” 

And Elder Simmons turned the 
title page to the colorful frontispiece 
of the Blessed 
into heaven, surrounded by hosts of 
chubby He gave a puzzled 
grunt, and glanced over to the first 
page, which began with the Lord’s 
Prayer. He must have begun getting 
suspicious when he failed to see the 
Protestant ending to it, “For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.” But 
when he read the prayer that fol- 
lowed, “Hail, Mary, full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee,” he blew up. 

“Mr. Green!” he thundered. “This 
is a popish book! What are you doing 
with it!” 

Poor Mr. Green could only stam- 
mer that he hadn't the slightest idea 
where it came from. But Elder Sim- 
mons obviously didn’t believe him; 
and we were all treated to the sight 
of Mr. Green getting a tongue lash- 
ing comparable to some of the phys- 
ical scourgings the teacher had given 
us, and as unjust as many of these 
had been. 

As Elder Simmons at last exhaust- 
ed his verbal resources on the be- 
wildered Mr. Green, he turned to 
us to ask if Mr. Green had been 
teaching us anything from the book. 
It was here that my urge for revenge 
overcame my instinct for self-pres- 
ervation. Not foreseeing the conse- 
quences to myself, and with some 
claim to truth, since Mr. Green did 
teach us the Lord’s Prayer, which 
was in the book, I piped up, “Yes, 
sir!” 


(From Let’s see, I don't 


Virgin's Assumption 


angels. 


My fellow pupils looked at me 
in awe; and, puffed up with being 
the center of attention, I added the 
barefaced lie: “He told me one day 
that the world is round, too, but he 
said not to tell anybody.” 

Mr. Green wrathfully denied the 
monstrous and I wilted a 
stare. Elder 
other 


charge, 
little ler his accusing 
iittle under his accusing 
the trustees 
whispered for a few minutes among 


Simmons and 
themselves; and then the preacher 
“This will looked 
into. You may all go home now, and 
tell your there will be a 
meeting here at the schoolhouse to- 
night.” 

I didnt go to the meeting that 
night, of course, but my father did. 
When he got back he pulled me out 
of bed by the back of the neck, and 
I stood there in the middle of the 
floor, shivering in my _nightshirt. 

“What was your idea in putting 


said, have to be 


parents 


~ 
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We commend to the prayers of our 
readers the souls of the faithful 
departed, and particularly the de- 
ceased subscribers and their near 
relatives deaths have been 
reported to us last month. Thirty 
Masses will be said for them. 


Sister Mary Bernard Healey 
Michael Ayala 
Clarence O. Flowers 
James J. Ward 
Sgt. 1/c Charles T. Hodgson 


whose 


Cas Fe Ca AD CN 


Julia Loya 
Catherine Murphy 
Robert Nannery 

Mrs. O'Reilly 


Ss SS SSF SOUP SOOO SD 


Patrick J. Craner 
Mrs. N. Klein ) 
John Moore 

Marie Cunningham y 


Mrs. Joe Maier 
Clarence Beckert N 

John F. Dean 
Anna Basile f 
Richard W. Vickers y 
John Helfrich N 

James McKeon 


Mary Ellen Donald McKeon f 
Lydia McKeon y 


Camille McKeon N 
Walter McKeon ( 
Joseph Cunningham ° 
James Shannon ) 
Emilie Dionne N 
Molly Graham e 

° 


John McCarthy 
Jenny Haupt 
Vincent Pantaleo ) 
Anna Benz 4 
Rose A. Stadermann 
Catherine Bailey y 


Teresa Donohue N 


Elizabeth Cavanagh 


Mrs. M. Vasek f 
Mrs. A. Reister y 


(ma 


f Raymond Francis Eichorn N 
4 Mrs. G. Frazer t 
Frances Jones 
( William McCloskey y 
f Mrs. R. E. Wager \ 
4 Maynard Hazelton ( 
Mr. J. E. Grenier 
' Marie E. Brodbeck y 
SO COEF OOF SOF 


ONE 


that old book of 
Green’s shelf?” he 
ly. I knew I couldn't deny doing it 
for it was the only Catholic book 
in Gordon county, and I the 
only pupil in the school who knew 


Mr. 


stern 


Hazel’s_ in 
demanded 


was 


about it. “I don't know.” I whim- 
pered. 

“And you lied about Mr. Green 
saying the world is round, didn’t 
you?” 


“Y-yes, sir,” I chattered. 

My father thereupon took full ad- 
vantage of the which 
nightshirts for boys were then con- 
structed, and afterwards I didn’t feel 
the cold nearly so much. 


manner in 


“Tomorrow,” said my father as he 
pushed me back into bed, “you will 
apologize to Mr. Green before the 
school. I don’t care what shape the 
world is, and the Pope has never 
bothered me any so I don’t care what 
anybody thinks about him, either. 
But I won't have a boy of mine 
telling lies. Do you understand?” 

“Yes, sir,” I repeated. 

Mr. Green accepted my apology 
rather handsomely, all things con- 
sidered, but it was plain that he had 
been shaken by the events of the 
day before. For the rest of the day 
he sat at his desk, shaking his head 
incredulously, muttering to himself. 
I don’t believe he whipped more 
than ten boys all day. 

As for myself, I knew I had done 
wrong, and as I walked home that 
afternoon it seemed a natural thing 
to whisper to myself, “O my God, I 
am heartily sorry for having offended 
Thee...” This got to be a sort of 
habit, and one which has stood me 
in good stead ever since. 

But in the meantime, my father 
shipped me off to the famous Martha 
Berry School for mountain boys and 
girls near Rome, Georgia, and it was 
there I got the low-down on the 
real shape of the earth. To make 
sure, I asked Miss Martha herself 
one day when I met the 
grounds, and she assured me solemn- 
ly that, to the best of her knowledge 
and belief, the world really 
round. That satisfied 

And so intimately had Mr. Green 
bound up in my mind the theory of 
the earth’s flatness with the Pope's 
malignancy, that when the first was 
shattered I hadn't much confidence 
in the second either. So when I met 
a mission priest in 
listened to him more respect 
that I might otherwise have done. 

That’s why I said, at the begin- 
ning, that if the world had actually 
been flat, I might never have be- 
come a Catholic. 


her on 


was 


me. 


later years, I 


with 


Significant . not superficial a beautiful gold leaf certificate and a picture of St. Francis 
embracing the crucified Christ beautifully printed in four colors and enclosed in a 


gold stamped maroon double folder that has the soft-like feeling of kid leather 
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GRAYMOOR 


Purgatorial Society 


An ideal way in which to help your beloved dead is by enrolling them in the Gray- 
moor Purgatorial Society. The living may also be enrolled and participate in the 
spiritual benefits during life and after death. These benefits are: Remembrance in 
3,000 masses offered yearly for the Purgatorial members and a remembrance 
in 30,000 other masses, also in the prayers and the spiritual work of the Friars 


Partial payment $ 





PURGATONIAL SOCIETY 
Full payment $ 


Franciscan Friars of the 


Atonement. Graymoor. Garrison, New York 
Dear Father: Enclosed please find enrollment as I have indicated below 


Living 
Family membership—Living and Deceased—$25.00 


Single membership $5.00 Deceased 


Send to__ ” Enrolled by — 
Street Street ~ 
City 


City Zone State 





Sond fu w these Twelve b feauifil 
vaymor Christmas Cards 


Guar 


The Friars of the Atonement 
once again present their selection of Christmas Cards. 
All in six gorgeous colors, french folded, with beautiful 
Nativity scenes and appropriate Christmas Greetings. 

Christmas is the day that God came down from 
Heaven to bring to earth tidings of great joy: it is the 
day on which Jesus was born; it is the day on which 
the Angels sang of peace: it is the day on which the 
lovely Lady Mary first took her Baby and her God into 
her arms and pressed Him to her tender, virginal breast. 

It is fitting that on this day of days you should send 
warm greetings and best wishes to all of your relatives, 


friends and acquaintances. But let your greetings breathe 


Re ei enverores 


the spirit of the day. Let your Christmas Cards proclaim 
your Christian faith and belief. Let them spread the 
spirit of Christmas as one of love — love of God for men 
and love of men for one another. 

We have chosen these cards because they keep Christ 
in Christmas. Everyone of them treats some aspect of 
the Birth of Our Lord and stresses the spiritual message 
of the coming of the Savior. 

Furthermore, whatever is realized from the sale of 
these beautiful Christmas Cards enables the Atonement 
Friars to spread the Christmas faith in their mission fields. 
Send for one or more boxes of these Christmas Cards now. 


FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT, GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, N. Y. 





